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Last month, Sen. Steven 

Glazer (D-Orinda) vowed to 

bring back a journalism sup-

port bill he authored that had 

hit a snag in the legislative 

process.  

A few weeks later, the 

lawmaker lived up to his 

promise.  

On June 27,  the Califor-

nia Senate moved to 

advance Senate Bill (SB) 

1327 with a 27-7 vote under 

the Urgency Clause – spe-

cial language contained in 

legislation that privileges it 

to take immediate effect 

after the governor signs it.  

SB 1327 would impose 

a charge — called a “Data 

Extraction Mitigation Fee” 

in the bill — on major digi-

tal technology platforms 

such as Meta, Amazon, and 

Google to fund local news. 

Glazer pulled the bill from 

the floor in May when he 

discovered he didn’t have 

the minimum two-thirds 

votes for passage. Now, that 

he has generated enough 

support to move the bill for-

ward, Glazer called his push 

to pass it a “rescue effort.”  

SB 1327 is now on its 

way to the Assembly for 

review.  

“We are in a moment of 

peril in our democracy, and 

our hollowed-out news-

rooms are in the center of 

that crisis. Let me provide 

some context — democra-

cies are the exception in 

human history. It’s not if 

they will fail. it’s a matter of 

when they will fail,” Glazer 

said during the opening of 

his presentation during a 

hearing for the bill on the 

Senate floor.  

Glazer continued, “Ours 

is 248 years young. Seven-

ty-one percent of the world’s 

population is under autocra-

cies. Now, in countries such 

as Hungary, Argentina, and 

Turkey, we see these democ-

racies teetering. You simply 

have to see their actions to 

curtail and take control of 

independent news media 

that was keeping these 

democracies honest. The 

canary in the democracy 

mine is independent news.” 

A vote on the urgency 

clause must precede a vote 

on the bill and requires a 

two-thirds vote for passage. 

Glazer’s bill got exactly the 

amount needed to move off 

the Senate floor. 

Seven Senate Republi-

cans voted against SB 1327, 

including Senate Majority 

Leader Brian Dahle (R-

Bieber). Sen. Scott Thomas 

Wilk (R-Lancaster) was the 

lone member of the party 

that voted in favor of the 

bill. 

SB 1327 has been get-

ting pushback from digital 

tech giants and some pub-

lishers that are worried 

about losing advertising, the 

supposed threat of govern-

ment influence, discrimina-

tion against larger publish-

ers, and nonprofit news-

rooms getting a slice of the 

mitigation fee.  

Sen. Roger Niello (R-

Roseville) voted against the 

bill. During the debate on 

the floor, Niello said it gives 

him “great pause to entertain 

a proposal” where over half 

the journalism industries 

today are “owned by hedge 

funds and individual 

investors,” he said. 

The lawmaker who 

owns several high-end car 

dealerships added that the 

bill could bring “unintended 

consequences such as capi-

tal venture groups  reaping 

the profits, should SB 1327 

become law. 

BY BRIAN W. CARTER 

Contributing Writer 
 

“There will be a signif-

icant peace to fully realize 

the renaissance of our 

city,” said, Inglewood 

Mayor James T. Butts Jr. 

during the “City of Ingle-

wood State of the City: An 

Economic Summit 2024” 

at the Intuit Dome. 

“Two words and two 

concepts, the first is syner-

gy, the second is collabo-

rate. There can be no syn-

ergy without collabora-

tion.” 

Butts made it very clear 

at the Intuit Dome on Fri-

day, June 28, in front of  

local legislation, public 

servants and guests, very 

appreciative of the support, 

collaborations and partners 

that have helped bring the 

city of Inglewood to this 

moment. 

Inglewood’s 12th 

mayor has over 50 years of 

public safety and munici-

pal government experi-

ence. He holds a Bachelor 

of Science Degree in Busi-

ness Administration from 

California State University 

and a Master’s Degree in 

Business Administration 

from California Polytech-

nic University.  

He has held the rank of 

CEO, general manager and 

assistant general manager 

of three large municipal 

organizations. Butts served 

19 years in the Inglewood 

Police Department, 

becoming deputy chief, 15 

years as the chief of police 

for the City of Santa Mon-

ica, and five years as an 

assistant general manager 

for Los Angeles World Air-

ports in charge of Public 

Safety and Counterterror-

ism, taking LAX to num-

ber 1 ranking nationwide 

by the TSA in 2009. He is 

also a seven-year board 

member and past chairman 

of the Los Angeles Metro 

Board of Directors. 

“When I got to Santa 

Monica, I said, ‘Man, it 

can’t get any better than 

this,’ when I got to the air-

port, I had a $114,000,000 

budget, I had 1,100 

employees and I said, ‘It 

can’t get any better than 

this,’ came back to Ingle-

wood — all we had was 

Sizzler and a big donut — 

and an $18 million 

deficit,” said Butts. 

“I said, ‘it doesn’t get 

any worse than this,’ but I 

found out there are great 

people ready to coalesce 

behind me. 

“A vision that they 

could be a part of some-

thing bigger than them-

selves.” 

BY RODD A. AMOS 

Contributing Writer  
 

KBLA Talk 1580 

embarked on a historic 

national townhall entitled 

“Climate Change and Social 

Justice,” to launch its $2 

million, 12-month Climate 

Justice Campaign that was 

originally announced on 

January 12 during a press 

conference at Kenneth Hahn 

State Recreation Area.  

The June 18 summit 

occurred at the California 

Science Center in Exposi-

tion Park and simulcast live 

on C-Span and KBLA.    

“The purpose of this 

townhall is to raise the civic 

IQ of Black people, poor 

people, and communities of 

color concerning climate 

health, to ensure persons 

that are impacted by climate 

change get the right 

resources they need, and to 

ensure that these climate 

justice crusaders of color get 

a platform to continue their 

work,” stated KBLA Talk 

{See KBLA CLIMATE  

SUMMIT on B‐5}

BY CORA JACKSON-FOSSETT 

Managing Editor 
 

Dr. William “Bill” 

Burke, renowned environ-

mental justice advocate, has 

been nominated to serve on 

the Alliance for Renewable 

Clean Hydrogen Energy 

Systems (ARCHES) Board 

of Directors. In this position, 

Burke will assume the 

Renewables 100 Policy 

Institute board seat. 

His appointment was 

announced on June 14, by 

Angelina Galiteva, Renew-

ables 100 founder and board 

chair; and Diane Moss, 

Renewables 100 founder, 

board secretary and execu-

tive director.  The board also 

includes Josephine Gonza-

lez, board treasurer; and 

Sona Coffee and Carol 

Hamilton, board members. 

Dr. Burke was truly 

humbled by the appointment 

and vowed to do everything 

within his power to ensure 

that the Black and Brown 

community were able to par-

ticipate in this program.  

“If gasoline was the 

backbone of the U.S. econ-

omy for the past 150 years, 

then hydrogen is the new 

gasoline.  While California 

has received $1.2 Billion in 

initial funding for this proj-

ect, the overall investment 

into hydrogen is in excess 

of $60 Billion and makes it 

the largest grant ever 

awarded,” he stated.  

“My goal is to ensure 

that these dollars and this 

opportunity will strengthen 

and enrich the economic 

position of the minority 

community throughout 

America.  But as a commu-

nity we must get on the train 

and as a board member it 

will be my job to make sure 

there are seats on the train 

for those who have tradition-

ally been excluded from par-

ticipating,” added Dr. Burke.   

Outlining Burke’s quali-

fications, Galiteva and Moss 

said, “Your contribution and 

dedication to the causes of 

clean air, climate change 

mitigation, renewable 

resource integration and 

overall health and commu-

nity benefits are widely 

acknowledged. We are con-

fident that your remarkable 

environmental leadership, 

Environmental Justice Leader  

Bill Burke Appointed to 

ARCHES Board 

Mayor Butts Holds State of the City Economic Summit at Intuit Dome 
The mayor shared that it was people working together that helped Inglewood begin a new chapter.
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The City of Inglewood State of the City: An Economic Summit 2024 was held at the Intuit Dome. 

Tavis Smiley, KBLA Delivers Historic 

National Climate Change Simulcast

{See DR. WILLIAM 
BURKE  on B‐5

California Lawmakers Debate the Future of  Journalism 

{See CITY OF  
INGLEWOOD on B‐5}

{See JOURNALISM BILL 
 on B‐5}
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Sen. Lola Smallwood­
Cuevas
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Tavis Smiley moderated the 

summit. 

CITY OF INGLEWOOD  

Mayor Butts delivered a TED Talk style keynote presenta­
tion, showcasing key performance indicators for the city 

over the past 12 months and the overall growth and pros­
perity of Inglewood since he took office in 2011. 

COURTESY PHOTO 

Sen. Steven  

Glazer
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Several community members served on the panel.
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The Postal Service is 

hosting job fairs through-

out the month of July to fill 

immediate openings for let-

ter carriers and other posi-

tions. 

A postal career offers 

employees the ability to 

work where they live, 

good pay, stability, life-

long benefits and career 

advancement opportunities 

throughout the entire 

agency.  

Make plans to become 

the newest member of the 

more than 637,000 postal 

employees throughout the 

nation by attending one of 

the upcoming job fairs or 

by going to 

www.usps.com/careers for 

steps on how to apply. No 

appointment is necessary.   

In-person application 

processing will be conduct-

ed at the location below:  

CA 5 (Los Angeles) 

District Office 

7001 S Central Avenue 

Los Angeles, CA 90052 

Job Fairs are every 

Tuesday and Thursday, 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

(Closed Thursday, July 4, 

2024)   

As part of its 10-year 

plan, Delivering for Ameri-

ca, the United States Postal 

Service is focused on 

building a more stable and 

empowered workforce.    

The available postal 

positions, which include 

seasonal, part-time, and 

full-time opportunities, 

offer starting pay from 

$18.22 to $21.17 an hour. 

Anyone seeking a fast-

paced and rewarding work 

environment are encour-

aged to apply.  

The Postal Service 

offers benefits packages to 

include medical, dental, 

vision, sick time, and vaca-

tion leave to its workforce; 

see online job announce-

ment for full details.  

Applicants must be 18 

years of age (or 16 years of 

age with a high school 

diploma or GED), be able 

to pass a criminal back-

ground investigation and 

must be available to work 

weekends and holidays. 

Job postings are updated 

frequently, so check our 

website often for additional 

opportunities. 

To learn more or com-

plete an online application, 

visit usps.com/careers. 
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Nonprofit affordable 

housing developer Abode 

Communities began con-

struction of Central Avenue 

Apartments and The Carl-

ton, transforming two prop-

erties in South L.A. into per-

manent affordable housing 

for families and supportive 

housing for Transition Age 

Youth (TAY), respectively.  

In total, the residential 

communities will bring 119 

new rental homes. The Carl-

ton is located at 5407 S. 

Western Avenue and Central 

Avenue Apartments is locat-

ed at 8911 S. Central 

Avenue. The Carlton is 

expected to complete con-

struction in January 2026 

and Central in summer 2026.  

“It’s our goal to prevent 

families from falling into 

homelessness and ensure 

that young people exiting 

foster care have a high qual-

ity place to call home and the 

supportive services needed 

to navigate a complex public 

system,” said Holly Benson, 

President & CEO of Abode 

Communities.  

“I am so proud to bring 

these investments to South 

L.A. and provide a much-

needed place for families 

and TAY to find their inde-

pendence and achieve their 

personal goals.” 

The 2024 Greater Los 

Angeles Homeless Count 

showed that both the City 

and County of Los Angeles 

saw an overall decrease in 

people experiencing home-

lessness. Homelessness in 

Los Angeles County 

decreased by 0.27% to an 

estimated 75,312 people. 

Homelessness in the City of 

Los Angeles was down 

2.2% to an estimated 45,252 

people. Permanent housing 

is up 18% at an all-time 

high. 28,000 housing place-

ments were made this year, 

bringing the total over the 

last seven years to more than 

110,000. 

“We earned this decrease 

in homelessness through col-

laborative efforts and leader-

ship of our Mayor. Our con-

tinued teamwork in South 

L.A. exemplifies the City’s 

dedication to providing 

affordable permanent sup-

portive housing for our fam-

ilies and youth,” said Coun-

cilmember Marqueece Har-

ris-Dawson (CD 8).  

Both developments will 

feature amenity-rich com-

munities with courtyards, 

playgrounds, a community 

room, bicycle parking, onsite 

property management, and 

space for supportive and res-

ident services. Abode Com-

munities offers its signature 

Beyond Homes program to 

all residents with the goal to 

build skills, provide access to 

resources, and promote 

multi-generational housing 

stability. Abode Communi-

ties will partner with St. 

Joseph Center to meet the 

unique supportive service 

needs of TAY residents. 

The 2024 Greater Los 

Angeles Homeless Count 

saw a 16% decrease of 

unhoused transition age 

youth, totaling 3,050 young 

people experiencing home-

lessness. Among young peo-

ple, exits from the foster 

system are leading causes of 

homelessness. TAY are one 

of the fastest growing popu-

lations of homelessness 

nationwide, often linked to 

justice system involvement 

or trauma.  

In a UCSF study on 

homelessness, 32% of 

unhoused Transition-Age 

Youth reported experiencing 

a mental health-related hos-

pitalization.   

"Increasing the avail-

ability of affordable housing 

in South LA is crucial to pre-

venting homelessness," said 

Councilmember Curren 

Price (CD 9).  

"To stem the tide of indi-

viduals entering homeless-

ness faster than we can 

house them, prevention 

must be at the heart of our 

strategy. Our comprehensive 

approach must focus on 

keeping existing housing 

affordable and creating 

more affordable options. 

This is essential to effective-

ly address and prevent 

homelessness across the 

region." 

The 2024 Greater Los 

Angeles Homeless Count 

saw a 7% increase in people 

experiencing homelessness 

in the South L.A. Service 

Provision Area (SPA 6)  — 

the second highest among the 

eight SPAs below only Skid 

Row. The count estimated 

that on any given night there 

are 13,886 people experienc-

ing homelessness in SPA 6. 

“It’s good to see that a 

higher proportion of people 

experiencing homelessness 

are inside and sheltered 

where it’s safer and 

smoother to transition to per-

manent housing, but that 

means that the work of 

affordable housing builders 

is more important than ever,” 

said Benson.  

“By keeping our focus 

on creating affordable 

homes, we can make sure 

that people in shelters get to 

come home permanently.”  

Both developments are 

financed utilizing a combina-

tion of permanent financing, 

Low Income Housing Tax 

Credits, funding from Cali-

fornia Dept. of Housing & 

Community Development’s 

(HCD) Multifamily Family 

Program, funding from 

Affordable Housing Man-

aged Pipeline from the Los 

Angeles Housing Depart-

ment, and $32.9 million in 

project-based rental subsi-

dies from Housing Authority 

of the City of Los Angeles. 

Central also benefited from a 

$4.5 million grant from 

HCD's Infill Infrastructure 

Grant Program.
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Continuing its mission 

to empower youth, the 

Hawthorne Parks and 

Recreation Foundation 

announces the continuation 

of its Summer Swim Les-

son Scholarships. These 

scholarships provide vital 

water safety skills to chil-

dren within the community, 

ensuring they have the 

opportunity to learn and 

enjoy swimming in a safe 

environment. 

Each year, swim lesson 

scholarships are awarded to 

100 community members 

ages 4 to 15. Interested 

community members can 

apply for 2024 summer 

scholarships by visiting the 

Community Services office 

at 3901 West El Segundo 

Blvd., Hawthorne, CA 

90250.  

“The Parks and Recre-

ation Foundation has made a 

positive mark in Hawthorne 

for the past four decades,” 

said City Manager Vontray 

Norris. “The funds that they 

have raised have impacted 

countless community mem-

bers, and they’re not slow-

ing down anytime soon!” 

In mid-March, the Parks 

and Recreation Foundation 

hosts an annual Golf Tour-

nament to raise funds for 

Summer Swim Lesson 

Scholarships. The Tourna-

ment also benefits other 

community projects; this 

year, it helped sponsor the 

city’s new digital marquee 

which will be installed in 

Memorial Park.  

The foundation also 

raises funds through its 

Beach Boys Landmark 

Brick Program. The Beach 

Boys Historic Landmark, 

located near the boyhood 

home of the Wilson Broth-

ers, is one of Hawthorne’s 

most popular tourist attrac-

tions. Community mem-

bers can commemorate 

their love for the Beach 

Boys and support the Parks 

and Recreation Foundation 

by purchasing an inscribed 

brick for $150. 

Many former swim 

school participants have 

become pool aides, eventu-

ally becoming lifeguards at 

Hawthorne’s local pools. 

The Hawthorne junior life-

guard program was created 

with the explicit goal of 

increasing participants’ 

water confidence and 

preparing the next genera-

tion of local lifeguards. 

The foundation hopes to 

expand its local impact and 

will also be launching a new 

youth sports scholarship 

program for the 2024-2025 

season. More information 

about the scholarship pro-

gram will be released in the 

coming months.  

For more information on 

how to support or apply for 

these scholarships, visit city-

ofhawthorne.org/depart-

ments/community-services 

or contact the Community 

Services Department at 310-

349-1640.

Postal Service Holding Job Fairs in Los Angeles

USPS.COM 

The Postal Service has immediate openings for letter car­
riers and other positions. 
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Groundbreaking Held for Two Affordable Housing in South L.A.  
119 new affordable homes stabilize families and offer permanent supportive housing to Transition-Age Youth

COURTESY PHOTO 

Rendering for The Carlton Apartments designed by Abode 

Communities, located at 5407 S. Western Avenue in Los 

Angeles. 

Hawthorne Parks and  
Recreation Foundation 
Awards 100 Summer  

Swim Lesson Scholarships
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Children can learn vital water safety skills at the city’s 

pools.
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Rendering for Central Avenue Apartments designed by 

KFA Architecture, located at 8911 S. Central Avenue in Los 

Angeles.



BY SHELBY STEPHENS 

Contributing Writer 
 

Close to 1 million 

African Americans live in 

Los Angeles County and 

make up most of the area’s 

cultural, economic, and 

political landscape. 

Between influencing the 

culture and fighting for 

equity in underrepresented 

fields, Black residents still 

deserve space to have fun, 

enjoy each other’s compa-

ny, and create new experi-

ences. Jocelyn C. Cham-

bers moved to Los Angeles 

in July 2018, from Austin, 

TX in search for communi-

ty and connection.  

Chambers is the 

founder of BLKEventsLA, 

a platform dedicated to 

linking the Black commu-

nity through curated events 

throughout the city. In 

addition to her platform, 

she is also a co-founder in 

the development of the 

JoinLinks App which also 

connects individuals with 

similar interests.  

Chambers is an advo-

cate for diversity and repre-

sentation and relocated to 

L.A. to write music for 

movies, but quickly real-

ized the need for Black 

resources for the culture. 

As a multifaceted com-

poser, Chambers is a com-

munity champion who has 

cultivated a diverse portfo-

lio of emotionally resonant 

music for film, television, 

and commercials. She is a 

classically trained pianist, 

and her work spans genres 

from neoclassical to hip-

hop. She is culturally 

impacting society through 

multiple avenues with her 

community involvement 

via her social platforms. 

In a recent interview 

with the Los Angeles Sen-

tinel, Chambers dives into 

the who, what, where, how, 

and why behind 

BLKEventsLA’s mission to 

engage the Black commu-

nity in L.A. through a 

weekly list of parties, art 

exhibitions, group gather-

ings, and live music. 

Reflecting on her commu-

nity impact, Chambers 

shared, “creating 

BLKEventsLA has shown 

me the immense need for 

such a platform. This sum-

mer, we have exciting 

events lined up that are cru-

cial for fostering unity and 

celebrating our culture.” 

Post pandemic Cham-

bers noticed L.A. needed a 

revival, “I think it has taken 

awhile for the city to get 

back to where it wanted to 

be after COVID and a lot of 

Black events were resur-

rected after the pandemic, 

but a lot of things didn’t 

survive. I’m excited for the 

summer because there are 

so many great things hap-

pening that deserve to be 

shared.  

“One of my favorite 

events is Love, Peace, and 

Spades. They have a 

monthly game night at the 

Line Hotel in Korea Town, 

they do all the Black fami-

ly classics. It’s a great 

event to meet new people 

and get closer to the friends 

you already have. It feels 

like the highlight reel of a 

family cookout.”  

Launching in June of 

2023, BLKEventsLA 

received an immense 

amount of support and 

quickly resonated with 

thousands of followers, 

natives, and travelers alike, 

looking to experience and 

build community in more 

ways than one. The weekly 

event roundups on TikTok 

and Instagram, plus a Tues-

day newsletter featuring 

80+ events, has garnered 

the attention of Issa Rae 

and Donald Glover.  

Chambers has curated 

multiple community walks 

and events to support 

Black-owned businesses. 

Earlier this month, 

BLKEventsLA hosted a 

walk in collaboration with 

Glover and Jellyman Tea, 

to support the actor’s boba 

shop. Chambers’ partner in 

the JoinLinks app and 

founder Terence Simpson, 

developed The Saturday 

Hike Crew. The hiking 

group grew 5,000 followers 

in 30 days after their first 

community event, a mid-

city walk with a guided 

architectural and historical 

tour of the lost Black 

neighborhood Sugar Hill. 

Being unapologetically 

Black has made both plat-

forms an instant success.  

After celebrating 

BLKEventsLA’s first year 

in business, Chambers 

hopes to expand 

BLKEventsLA and the 

JoinLinks app within the 

next five to ten years 

throughout the states to 

help Black individuals find 

where they can do, what 

they can go, and who they 

can go with.  

She explained, “I know 

for certain I want Black 

people in all parts of the 

country and eventually all 

parts of the world, to feel 

like they can immediately 

integrate into a flourishing 

Black community. If I were 

to start over and go to a dif-

ferent city, I would want to 

be able to walk into a place 

where Black experiences 

are happening regularly. To 

have these platforms and 

build these networks that 

keep us connected, would 

be a great across America 

in a very beautiful way.” 

Chambers’ dedication 

and covenant to her com-

munity is evident in her 

work. Stay connected and 

follow @BLKEventsLA on 

TikTok and Instagram for 

daily and weekly updates 

about what is happening in 

Black L.A. 

BY SIMONE GRANT 

Contributing Writer 
 

When Terence Simpson 

moved to Los Angeles from 

Long Island, New York 

three years ago, he knew no 

one. He assumed that with 

his personality he would fig-

ure out how to meet new 

people, but he was wrong. 

He even contemplated going 

back home his first couple 

of weeks in L.A. because of 

how lonely he felt.  

Things slowly, but sure-

ly, started to improve for 

Simpson as he made 

friends through different 

third or community spaces. 

He noticed how others 

struggled to find their com-

munity of people and uti-

lized his experience to cre-

ate JoinLinks – “an app 

that helps people find fun 

things to do each week and 

meet cool people to do 

them with.” 

Growing up as a middle 

child, Simpson was full of 

curiosity. He has always 

had an interest in business, 

whether it was trading 

stocks or building web-

sites. He also had a passion 

for sports, having played 

tennis and basketball. His 

passion for basketball led 

him to The Hotchkiss 

School, and later, he 

attended Northeastern Uni-

versity. 

Now, years later, he is 

utilizing his love for busi-

ness to run his own. His 

team consists of Matt 

Greene, who runs the cod-

ing side of things; Tamara 

Hendley, who is in charge 

of designing and finances; 

and Jocelyn Chambers, 

their marketer and commu-

nity organizer. Together, 

they ensure the community 

has a platform to meet and 

network with people they 

normally wouldn’t on a 

daily basis.  

JoinLinks has received 

great feedback in relation to 

how easy it is to use the app, 

and the excitement on know-

ing the happenings in L.A. 

“…but also multiple 

people have come up to me 

to say that they found new 

friends through the app and 

have hung out multiple 

times since attending a 

LINK,” he added. “Which 

is a blessing and I'm really 

happy it's helping others 

build community.” 

Simpson originally 

wanted his app to be called 

“Links,” which to him 

means to “link up” with 

people but came to realize 

that name was too common 

and could potentially be 

difficult to find in an app 

store or online. Ultimately, 

Simpson and his team 

added the “Join” in the 

front of it, which made 

more sense for them 

because the goal was to get 

people to “join – links 

around the city.” 

The thought of creating 

an app could be nerve 

wrecking for many. The 

questions, “Where do I 

begin?” Or “How will I pay 

for this?”  may come to 

mind. Simpson described 

the process as something 

that “is not for the faint of 

heart.”  

It took him and his 

team two years to get a 

working app, and after 

building a basic version of 

the app in a year, they real-

ized that it was not usable 

and had to scrap it, starting 

over with a new code base. 

He revealed that they had 

to let go of those engineers 

and two of their marketers 

and designers from the 

founding team due to the 

delays, which he called 

“both frustrating and dis-

heartening.” He added that 

everyone faced “a healthy 

dose of imposter syn-

drome.” 

 “Ultimately, it's been a 

grind just to reach the point 

where people have a work-

able application to use. But 

that's only the starting line, 

because what good is an 

app if no one uses it? Get-

ting users to incorporate 

JoinLinks into their daily 

routines has been a chal-

lenging, yet rewarding 

experience,” he empha-

sized.  

“Honestly, I could write 

a short story on the ups and 

downs of the process. But 

the ends truly do justify the 

means as we are now grow-

ing pretty fast.”. 

His short-term goal for 

his app is to continue learn-

ing from his users and to 

solve what he calls the 

“pain point of loneliness.”  

“In the mid to long term 

we would like to raise an 

angel or pre-seed funding 

round to help expand to 

other cities around the 

country including my home 

state NY,” he said.  

Simpson wants people 

to know that JoinLinks is 

for the community.  

“It’s designed to show 

you what to do each week 

and connect you with peo-

ple to join you, so you 

never feel alone,” he 

ended.  

“Additionally, it aims to 

create third spaces around 

the city where you can 

meet amazing people, build 

friendships, POTENTIAL-

LY find love, and experi-

ence the joy of discovering 

new connections in the 

place you live.” 

For more information 

on JoinLinks, visit: 

h t t p s : / / l i n k t r. e e / j o i n -

linksapp.

COURTESY PHOTO 

Founder of JoinLinks, Ter­
ence Simpson aims to help 

foster a sense of community 

on a larger scale to give 

more people access to one 

another through technology. 
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Jocelyn C. Chambers Makes Significant Impact with BLKEventsLA

COURTESY PHOTO 

Jocelyn C. Chambers 
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Terence Simpson and Team Build 

Community with JoinLinks 
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The California African 

American Chamber of Com-

merce, the CalAsian Cham-

ber of Commerce and His-

panic Chambers of Com-

merce hosted their third 

Annual Diversity Awards on 

June 27 in Sacramento.  

The awards luncheon 

celebrated corporate, leg-

islative, and business leaders 

who are champions of small 

diverse businesses in Cali-

fornia. The program also 

featured highlights from a 

report commissioned by the 

California Office of the 

Small Business Advocates 

(CalOSBA), aimed at under-

standing the significant 

impact small businesses 

have on the state. 

“We like to think of the 

economy as something 

where there's always some 

government agency collect-

ing information, but it's 

remarkably hard to get into 

the trenches and figure out 

what's really happening at 

the ground level,” said Chris 

Thornberg, an economist 

who authored the report.  

“Last year was the 

beginning of pulling this 

together with the help of 

CalOSBA, the chambers 

and sponsors. This year, we 

expanded and improved the 

processes, adding data from 

the American Community 

Survey to get a better sense 

of the diverse business com-

munity.” 

The report's findings 

highlight the importance of 

small and diverse businesses 

in California. Collectively, 

they generated about $443 

billion in 2019, representing 

nearly half a trillion dollars. 

Although this figure 

dropped slightly in 2020 due 

to the pandemic, their 

impact remained above 

$400 billion, accounting for 

about 8% of California's 

overall output.  

“That $414 billion 

would make our diverse 

small business sector the 

24th largest state economy, 

larger than Oregon or South 

Carolina,” Thornberg noted. 

“These businesses support 

about 3.6 million jobs 

directly or indirectly.” 

The report also indicated 

that diverse small businesses 

have shown resilience and 

growth in recent years.  

“Despite various chal-

lenges, diverse small busi-

nesses have performed 

well," said Thornberg. "The 

number of self-employed 

individuals and minorities 

in the state is up 10% from 

2016, while overall small 

business numbers have con-

tracted by about 15% over 

the same period. This 

growth is particularly evi-

dent in major regions like 

Los Angeles and San 

Bernardino, where a signifi-

cant portion of the labor 

force comprises self-

employed minorities.” 

The success and growth 

of diverse small businesses 

in California are seen as a 

promising trend. "Los 

Angeles is home to the 

largest concentration of 

these businesses, followed 

by San Diego and San 

Bernardino," Thornberg 

added. "In these regions, 

almost a third of the entire 

labor force is made up of 

self-employed minorities, 

showcasing the power and 

influence of these commu-

nities.” 

Pat Fong Kushida, Pres-

ident and CEO of the Cali-

fornia Asian Pacific Cham-

ber of Commerce thanked 

everyone for attending the 

event and highlighted the 

need for continuing to work 

together.   

“Thank you so much for 

leaning in on that first report 

and giving us a strong foun-

dation. We all push and pull. 

This is what we're doing in 

the room today. There are a 

lot of pushers and a lot of 

pullers. Let's work better 

together, and then we'll 

achieve some of the goals 

that Chris outlined for all of 

us,” said Fong.

California Diversity Awards Celebrates Achievements and 
Highlights Growth of  Diverse Small Businesses
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At the Ethnic Chamber Diversity Luncheon held in Sacra­
mento on June 27, the audience listens to the report on 

the state of small diverse businesses in California. 
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Jesikah Osborne, com-

munity assistance outreach 

specialist at SoCalGas, has 

worked for the company for 

15 years. She started her 

career in meter reading, 

moved through the customer 

contact center, and then into 

various managerial roles. 

For the past two years, 

Jesikah has focused on cus-

tomer assistance programs 

and capital projects out-

reach. 

1. What does your role 

in customer programs 

entail? 

I support the public out-

reach and awareness of var-

ious customer assistance 

programs and billing 

options to help eligible cus-

tomers. Once our customers 

know that SoCalGas offers 

options to receive assis-

tance, they can find the best 

solution to meet their needs. 

We have four programs 

available throughout the 

year, including California 

Alternative Rates for Energy 

(CARE), Energy Savings 

Assistance Program, Past 

Due Bill Forgiveness, and 

Medical Baseline, which 

support qualified customers 

to conserve energy and save 

money. We also partner with 

United Way of Greater Los 

Angeles to offer customers a 

one-time grant to help with 

their natural gas bills 

through the Gas Assistance 

Fund (GAF). This year, 

there is $1 million available 

in GAF funding for income-

qualified customers. 

2. Why are you pas-

sionate about this work? 

Growing up in a low-

income household, it was 

sometimes a struggle to 

maintain our home and pay 

for necessary services, so 

this work is incredibly per-

sonal to me. I am committed 

to helping those with finan-

cial challenges access 

resources to conserve ener-

gy and save money.  I under-

stand hardship, and giving 

back is an empowering and 

humbling experience. I want 

to remind our customers that 

this is not a hopeless effort. 

SoCalGas’ customer pro-

grams are here to equip 

them with the knowledge, 

steps, and resources to keep 

their gas service running.  

3. Do you have a 

mantra or philosophy of 

life that has guided you in 

your career? 

A mantra that I keep 

close is “each one, reach 

one.” This quote embodies 

the work that I am passionate 

about and reminds me that 

helping one person has the 

power to change the world. I 

believe that the essence of 

leadership lies in serving oth-

ers, and by leading with 

empathy and transparency, I 

can discern people's needs 

and the most effective ways 

to support them. 

As I’ve moved through 

leadership positions, this 

mantra has also guided the 

support I provide to co-

workers for their career 

development. I have been 

lucky enough to work in my 

purpose, paying it forward, 

and continuing to make our 

services more accessible to 

customers. 

4. How do you see your 

role and future customer 

programs expanding? 

Most recently, we’ve 

been working with tribal and 

indigenous communities to 

raise awareness for our sup-

portive services, especially 

our customer assistance pro-

grams. This is an incredible 

experience for me, as I am 

part Cherokee and Black-

foot, and working in these 

communities means that I’m 

able to learn more about my 

own culture while helping 

them meet their needs. The 

work that we are doing is 

essential for providing serv-

ices and learning about the 

diverse cultures throughout 

our service area. By provid-

ing outreach that is cultural-

ly mindful, we can provide 

even greater support to our 

customers.  

5. How does customer 

engagement inform your 

role and planning? 

Meeting community 

members where they’re at 

means that we’re able to 

gather insights on the issues 

and assess how our pro-

grams are reaching them. 

We’re able to collect feed-

back from community part-

ners and customers through 

supporting events and con-

ducting pilot programs. This 

informs our process of 

reaching areas throughout 

our service area and assesses 

our success with allies in the 

community. Customer 

engagement equips us with 

an understanding of how to 

better our presence at each 

event in different communi-

ties.  

6. What goals do you 

have in mind for support-

ing SoCalGas customers? 

We are evaluating ways 

to expand our reach. For 

instance, we coordinate with 

SoCalGas’ Americans with 

Disabilities (ADA) advisor, 

who provides us with organ-

izations and community 

events to help us better con-

nect with the disabled com-

munity, as well as providing 

modification of our materi-

als so that we are more 

inclusive in our outreach 

approach. By sharing these 

materials in a more accessi-

ble manner, and reaching 

more people, we can inform 

our next steps. Guided by 

my “each one, reach one” 

philosophy, we are always 

looking to the next steps for 

how to support more cus-

tomers.  

At SoCalGas, we 

believe every Californian 

deserves a clean, affordable, 

and resilient energy future. 

We are working to achieve 

that future through innova-

tion, collaboration, and 

decarbonization.
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Personalizing SoCalGas’ Customer Assistance Programs and Making Utilities Accessible

BY BO TEFU  

California Black Media   
  

California State Con-

troller Malia Cohen said 

she is “cautiously opti-

mistic” after Gov. Gavin 

Newsom signed the 2-24-

25 state budget on June 

29.   

Cohen, who serves as 

the state’s chief fiscal offi-

cer, said the agreement 

Newsom signed balances 

the budget, closing a $45 

billion shortfall.   

Cohen said although 

the budget will continue to 

support critical programs 

and services most Califor-

nians rely on, “its impact 

on economically disadvan-

taged communities is yet to 

be determined.”     
“I commend Governor 

Newsom and the Legisla-

ture for including tools in 

this budget that would fur-

ther protect the fiscal 

integrity of the budget in 

future years,” Cohen con-

tinued.  “I look forward to 

providing California tax-

payers and the Governor 

and the Legislature critical 

audit services to ensure that 

the money appropriated is 

used for its intended pur-

pose.”    

According to the Gov-

ernor’s office, the budget 

will also maintain $22.2 

billion in reserves at the 

end of the fiscal year.    

Newsom called the 

agreement “responsible.”   

“Thanks to careful 

stewardship of the budget 

over the past few years, 

we’re able to meet this 

moment while protecting 

our progress on housing, 

homelessness, education, 

health care and other prior-

ities that matter deeply to 

Californians,” Newsom 

wrote in a statement. “I 

thank the Legislature for 

their partnership in deliver-

ing this sound and balanced 

plan.” 

Controller Cohen ‘Cautiously  

Optimistic’ After Newsom Signs Budget  
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Osborne and Cedric Williams, SCG Chief Safety Officer 

and Executive Sponsor for VIBE ERG (SCG Black ERG) at 

2023 Brotherhood Crusade Turkey Giveaway event in Los 

Angeles. 
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State Controller Malia 

Cohen
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BY ZON D’AMOUR 

Contributing Writer 
  

The Micheaux Film Fes-

tival continues to champion 

an often underrepresented 

demographic of creatives 

who may not always feel 

seen within the media. Ahead 

of the forthcoming submis-

sion deadline, Co-Founders 

Noel Braham and Courtney 

L. Branch spoke with the 

L.A. Sentinel about the con-

tinued importance of the 

Micheaux Film Festival as 

planning and preparation is 

underway for its sixth year.  

LAS: With nearly 40 

film festivals that take place 

in Los Angeles throughout 

the year, why is the 

Micheaux Film Festival 

important and necessary? 

Braham and Branch: 

The Micheaux Film Festival, 

now in its sixth year, holds 

critical importance among 

thousands of filmmakers in 

LA due to its dedication to 

celebrating the legacy of 

Oscar Micheaux, a pioneer-

ing African American film-

maker who wrote, directed, 

and produced over 44 feature 

films independently from the 

1920s to the 1940s. 

Micheaux worked outside 

the traditional Hollywood 

financing system, bridging 

diverse communities that 

otherwise might not inter-

sect. The festival’s mission 

aligns with Micheaux’s 

ambition of bringing together 

these disparate worlds—

Black and white, rich and 

poor, rural and urban—under 

the banner of a film legend. It 

aims to provide a platform 

where filmmakers can not 

only derive value but also 

contribute, fostering a sense 

of community and acknowl-

edging Micheaux’s signifi-

cant contributions to both 

American and global cine-

ma. Thus, the Micheaux 

Film Festival is essential 

because it offers both multi-

cultural and BIPOC film-

makers the opportunity to 

showcase their unique art. It 

supports a community where 

people can understand, cele-

brate, and recognize each 

other's stories and experi-

ences, continuing the legacy 

of breaking barriers and fos-

tering inclusivity in the film 

industry as a way of life 

rather than a trend of the 

moment.  

LAS: What initially 

inspired the idea for the festi-

val and does that initial inspi-

ration help you to stay moti-

vated until this day? 

Braham: The inception 

of the Micheaux Film Festi-

val was inspired by a conflu-

ence of events and personal 

experiences that deeply res-

onate with me. Twelve years 

ago, I created a web series. 

Upon completion, I was 

unsure how to proceed with 

marketing and distribution. 

However, the idea of submit-

ting it to a film festival mate-

rialized when I came across 

the LA Web Fest, founded by 

the late Michael Ajakwe Jr. A 

quiet internal voice urged me 

to submit it. That festival, the 

only one I submitted the proj-

ect to, not only accepted us 

but also nominated us for 

several awards. I was able to 

travel to Rome, Italy, and 

Seoul, Korea, for screenings 

as part of a syndicate formed 

by Michael among global 

web festival directors, under-

scoring the power of plat-

forms.  

Mike was pivotal in my 

early days in Los Angeles, 

helping me appreciate the 

power of my gifts and the 

importance of community 

support and generosity. This 

was transformative, teaching 

me the value of giving back 

and selflessness in an other-

wise transactional city. 

Another profound influ-

ence was a personal 

encounter with a production 

assistant on one of my sets 

who was living in a tent 

encampment and told me 

about his situation after we 

wrapped production. This 

assistant worked tirelessly, 

never complaining, arriving 

early, and leaving late and his 

situation opened my eyes to 

the stark realities that I often 

ignored in my own commu-

nity. This revelation, at a time 

when I was also struggling 

financially and living in a 

hostel to support my film 

project, struck a deep chord. 

It highlighted the disconnect 

between my daily environ-

ment and the community that 

I was a part of. 

These experiences cat-

alyzed the creation of the 

Micheaux Film Festival, 

named to honor not only the 

legendary filmmaker Oscar 

Micheaux but also to reflect 

the stories of individuals like 

Michael Ajakwe Jr. and my 

production assistant. The fes-

tival aims to embody the 

spirit of overcoming barriers 

and supporting those who 

face them, much like 

Micheaux, Michael, and 

countless other filmmakers 

who navigate the challenges 

of the industry. 

Our mission is to bridge 

the gap between indie film-

makers and the broader 

industry, fostering a space 

where new voices can be 

heard and validated, and 

where community and identi-

ty are central themes. We 

focus on elevating those who 

might otherwise be over-

looked, supporting them in 

finding and affirming their 

identities through the cine-

matic arts. 

LAS: What are some of 

the important dates and dead-

lines to keep in mind for 

those wanting to be 

involved? Why was it moved 

from the summer to October?  

Braham and Branch: 

July 11 is the last chance for 

filmmakers, writers, direc-

tors, and actors to submit 

their short films, documen-

taries, podcasts, and music 

videos. Submissions can be 

made through Film Freeway 

or directly on the festival’s 

website at micheauxfilm-

fest.com. Don’t miss this 

opportunity to have your 

work featured at the festival!  

August 1 — Creative 

Mixer and Official Selections 

and Theme Announcement 

Party at Elevate Lounge, 

Downtown Los Angeles. 

This event serves as a net-

working opportunity where 

this year’s festival theme will 

be revealed. It’s a chance for 

writers, directors, producers, 

distributors, and sponsors to 

connect, celebrate, and sup-

port each other’s projects.  

The festival will take 

place from Oct. 21 to Oct. 27. 

We found it best to move the 

festival to the fall to better 

focus on delivering a mean-

ingful experience during a 

less crowded time in the film 

industry calendar.

CREDIT SHANNON MILLER 

Courtney L. Branch Co­Founder of the Micheaux Film Fest 

with Steven Caple Jr., recipient of the Oscar Micheaux 

Trailblazer of Excellence Award and Noel Braham, 

Founder of the Micheaux Film Fest.
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Contributing Writer 
 

L.A. Commons hosted 

its 14th annual Day of the 

Ancestors: Festival of Masks 

in Leimert Park Sunday, June 

30. The festival featured live 

musical performances, a 

parade procession down 

Leimert Blvd and more. This 

year’s theme was Bese 

Saka—Our Wealth is Our 

Togetherness. 

“Bese Saka is an Adinkra 

symbol that is in the shape of 

cola nuts and in Ghana, tradi-

tionally, those natural ele-

ments really represented 

wealth and affluence and 

people used them actually for 

currency,” said Karen Mack, 

founder of L.A. Commons.  

“Our focus at L.A. Com-

mons is really on bringing 

people together.” 

Founded in 2003, L.A. 

Commons was created with 

the intention of creating a 

place where Black culture 

and the surrounding commu-

nities could come together. 

Held in the African Ameri-

can cultural hub of Los 

Angeles, Leimert Park, the 

community celebrates the 

global African village, call-

ing on the ancestors, and 

paying homage to a shared 

heritage through mask-mak-

ing and dance. 

“At this time when things 

are so crazy and divided, 

coming together means more 

than ever and this is such a 

perfect opportunity to do that 

and we’re more successful 

this year than we’ve ever 

been having different ele-

ments of the community like 

the Harmony Project Drum-

line, the Lula Washington 

dancers all of these different 

elements of the community 

coming together to celebrate 

these people that meant so 

much to them,” said Mack. 

The Leimert Park com-

munity is mourning the 

recent loss of master jeweler 

and business owner Sika 

Dwimfo. He was a beloved 

fixture in Leimert Park and 

was celebrated amongst 

other ancestors such as John 

Outterbridge, Alfred and 

Bernice Ligon, Lady Wal-

quer Vereen, Harold Ham-

brick and Snake Doctor. 

“One of the most signifi-

cant things that happened 

was Sika died last week,” 

said Mack. “We weren’t 

planning on having him be 

an ancestor but since he 

became one, we added a 

sixth ancestor.  

“We really wanted to cre-

ate space for him because he 

was so important to the com-

munity.” 

The festival started with 

its traditional Yoruba bless-

ing to cleanse the area and 

bring everyone together. 

After the blessing, the parade 

began with music, dancing, 

puppetry and beautifully 

handmade masks. The post 

parade festivities consisted of 

drummers and dance per-

formances.  

The festival is produced 

in partnership with the 

Leimert Park Art Walk as an 

effort to promote the vibran-

cy, culture, legacy, and econ-

omy of the historic area. It’s 

made possible through part-

nerships through Leimert 

Park businesses and organi-

zations including KAOS 

Network, Leimert Park Art-

Walk, The World Stage, Bar-

bara Morrison Performing 

Arts Center, ECWA Empow-

erment Congress West Area, 

Leimert Park Jazz Festival, 

Fernando Pullum Communi-

ty Arts, Lula Washington 

Dance Theater, Fowler 

Museum, Community Coali-

tion, Wellnest LA, Urban 

Soul Farmer, SoLA Impact, 

Black Women for Wellness, 

Jenesse, YWCA Greater Los 

Angeles, Nappily Naturals, 

William Grant Still Art Cen-

ter, Aziz Gallerie, Ackee 

Bamboo and ORA 

“I feel overjoyed,” said 

Kaya D. about the Festival of 

Masks. “I’ve been a part of 

the celebration and coming 

to it since 2014 and it’s beau-

tiful to be able to celebrate 

our ancestors.”  

“I’m here to pay my 

respects to Sika, the master 

jeweler of Leimert Park,” 

said Miesha. “He pierced my 

nose the first time when I 

was a child and then as an 

adult, I got re-pierced about 

five years ago and I liked 

how spiritual the connection 

is when he does pierce you 

and the space is just amazing.  

“We’re going to definite-

ly miss him in Leimert Park.  

“Rest well Sika.”  

“I think this is a great 

way to honor our ancestors in 

a culturally significant way 

that resonates with the com-

munity,” said Brent T. 

“Not only does that bring 

everybody in the community 

together after a transition but 

it shows you that it’s a day of 

celebration.” 

“You know, people I 

think, are craving this kind of 

connection to both each other 

and the spirits and our her-

itage, which is so powerful,” 

said Mack 

For more information, 

visit www.lacommons.org.

14th Annual Festival of  Masks Continues to Honor Ancestors 
This year’s festival celebrated the late Leimert Park master jeweler and business owner Sika Dwimfo.
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This year’s theme was Bese Saka—Our Wealth is Our Togetherness. 
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Micheaux Film Festival Is Back For Year Six 
Calling all film and TV enthusiasts passes for "MFF6" are now on sale
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The festival featured live musical performances, a parade procession and more.
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As we mark the Fourth 

of July and treat an epidem-

ic of anxiety about the out-

come of November 5th, we 

would be well served by rec-

ognizing that annual hard 

knock and powerful pres-

ence at the door of the hon-

ored abolitionist, freedom 

fighter and most insightful 

activist intellectual, Nana 

Frederick Douglass. For by 

every metric of good sense 

and every measure of a good 

life, there is havoc in this 

house called America.  

It is a very dangerous 

and self-destructive disorder 

of rampant conflict, varied 

oppression, cultivated con-

fusion and emerging fas-

cism, not only detrimental to 

democracy, but also to any 

conception, practice and 

enjoyment of freedom, jus-

tice, security of personhood 

and peoplehood, and other 

shared social goods for all.  

The problem is not sim-

ply the pernicious and prat-

tle and blusterous preten-

sions of Trump or the weak 

self-presentation of Biden in 

debate. It is something deep-

er and systemic, i.e., the loss 

of even a claimed moral 

center, let alone a real one, 

which would, when real-

ized, be free from the racial 

and religious claims and 

savage practices of White 

supremacy, racial capitalism 

and empire.  

Clearly, in spite of the 

danger and the persistent 

panic expressed in public 

and private spaces, America 

is not going be saved from 

itself and its addiction to 

hypocrisy, Hollywood hype, 

AI dependence or internet 

trivia, trash and mutual sav-

aging. It can only save itself 

by moving beyond the 

diversionary discussions of 

problematic candidates to 

craft an inclusive moral 

vision and concrete program 

of doing justice and support-

ing freedom for all the peo-

ple. And revisiting Nana 

Douglass reminds us and 

teaches us lessons on these 

issues from which we will 

certainly benefit.  

In his classic 4th of July 

speech in 1852, Douglass 

begins by calling rightful 

attention to U.S. society’s 

congenital hypocrisy, incon-

sistencies and the systemic 

and savage violence and 

treatment they are imposing 

on Black people and others. 

Moreover, he tells them, he 

could be hypocritical him-

self and be welcomed of a 

sort among them by turning 

a blind eye to injustice and a 

deaf ear to the truth of the 

barbaric enslavement of his 

people while claiming a ten-

uous status of being “semi-

free” among them. But he 

defiantly refuses. 

He says, “To side with 

the right, against the wrong, 

with the weak against the 

strong, and with the 

oppressed against the 

oppressor! here lies the 

merit, and the one which, of 

all others, seems unfashion-

able in our day.” And he con-

cludes, he will not forget his 

people or their severe suffer-

ing and brutal oppression.  

For “to forget them, to 

pass lightly over their 

wrongs, and to chime in with 

the popular theme, would be 

treason most scandalous and 

shocking, and would make 

me a reproach before God 

and the world.” Indeed, he 

says, “I will, in the name of 

humanity, which is outraged, 

in the name of liberty, which 

is fettered, in the name of the 

constitution and the Bible, 

which are disregarded and 

trampled upon, dare to call 

in question and to denounce, 

with all the emphasis I can 

command, everything that 

serves to perpetuate slavery - 

the great sin and shame of 

America!”  

Of course, enslavement 

is the ultimate unfreedom, 

but there are also today, as 

then, many other forms of 

unfreedom involving 

exploitation, domination, 

deprivation, and degrada-

tion, and these too must be 

resisted, overcome and deci-

sively ended. 

Continuing, he tells them, 

that they are betraying their 

own best principles, denying 

others the freedom and justice 

they, themselves, speak of in 

self-congratulatory narratives 

about their forefathers. He 

says, “The cause of liberty 

may be stabbed by the men 

who glory in the deeds of 

your fathers.”  

Speaking in terms 

reflective of what is going 

on in this country today and 

concerning Israel’s genoci-

dal campaign in Palestine, 

he states, “It was fashion-

able, hundreds of years ago, 

for the children of Jacob to 

boast, we have ‘Abraham to 

our father,’ when they had 

long lost Abraham's faith 

and spirit. That people con-

tented themselves under the 

shadow of Abraham's great 

name, while they repudiated 

the deeds which made his 

name great. Need I remind 

you that a similar thing is 

being done all over this 

country today?”  

It is an insistent observa-

tion being made by the young 

people and others struggling 

on campus, in community 

and in society against geno-

cide in Palestine and oppres-

sion in all forms and every 

place by the claimants and 

violators of the best of the 

Abrahamic tradition. And 

they are confronting Jew, 

Gentile and other claimants to 

the faith, refusing to allow 

them to commit genocide, 

injustice and other atrocities 

in their names or the names of 

their faiths. 

Nana Douglass will not 

let them or any of us borrow 

the names and achievements 

of the worthy models and 

values of the past and betray 

them in their names. There-

fore, he states, “We have to 

do with the past only as we 

can make it useful to the 

present and to the future. To 

all inspiring motives, to 

noble deeds which can be 

gained from the past, we are 

welcome. But now is the 

time, the important time.”  

We point to the past, not 

claim and betray its great 

achievements, but emulate 

them in the present even 

correcting errors and com-

pleting the tasks they left 

unfinished or failed to envi-

sion themselves. Thus, we 

say in Kawaida philosophy, 

“This is our duty: to know 

our past and honor it; to 

engage the present and 

improve it; and to imagine a 

whole new future and forge 

it in the most ethical, effec-

tive and expansive ways.” 

Clearly, Nana Douglass 

is appalled and morally 

repelled by the savage 

hypocrisy of the church, 

which is a metaphor for all 

claiming a religion worthy 

of its name. He expected 

more from them, as is 

expected now in reordering 

the moral priorities and prac-

tices of this country and pos-

itively influencing others.  

He says, criticizing their 

betrayal of silence and active 

complicity, “At the very 

moment that they are thank-

ing God for the enjoyment of 

civil and religious liberty, 

and for the right to worship 

God according to the dictates 

of their own consciences, 

they are utterly silent in 

respect to a law which robs 

religion of its chief signifi-

cance, and makes it utterly 

worthless to a world lying in 

wickedness.”  

He condemns such a cor-

rupt community of faith, 

saying, “A worship that can 

be conducted by persons 

who refuse to give shelter to 

the houseless, to give bread 

to the hungry, clothing to the 

naked, and who enjoin obe-

dience to a law forbidding 

these acts of mercy, is a 

curse, not a blessing to 

mankind.” Indeed, it “is a 

religion for oppressors, 

tyrants, man-stealers, and 

thugs” and “they convert the 

very name of religion into an 

engine of tyranny and bar-

barous cruelty.” 

Nana Frederick Dou-

glass gave such attention to 

the fundamental role of reli-

gion, not only because it 

serves as a source of our ear-

liest and continuing con-

cepts of morality, but also 

because he recognized that 

people were misusing it to 

enslave and oppress and to 

claim biblical teachings to 

justify satanic or radically 

evil practices as now.  

That is why it was criti-

cal for the Black church and 

temples of original African 

religions as well as 

mosques, also of the Abra-

hamic tradition, to stand in 

solidarity with Palestine and 

resist genocide and oppres-

sion everywhere.  

For America still attempts 

to make the biblical claim of 

being a city set upon a hill as 

a beacon of hope and moral 

guidance for peoples of the 

world. But Nana Douglass 

recognized, then as now, that 

it is a society built on a moun-

tain of mendacity and moral-

ly monstrous practices, and 

an official and unofficial 

litany of daily lies that seeks 

to hide its past, deny its cur-

rent radically evil racial and 

social injustice and unfree-

dom at home and complicity 

in genocide, unjust war and 

empire abroad.  

And he tells us, as we 

say so often, that in a context 

of oppression, there is no 

reliable remedy except right-

eous and relentless struggle. 

For he says, in his classic 

teaching on the ethical 

imperative and urgency of 

struggle, “Without struggle 

there is no progress. This 

struggle may be a moral one, 

or it may be a physical one, 

and it may be both moral and 

physical, but it must be a 

struggle. Power concedes 

nothing without a demand. It 

never did and it never will.”  

Thus, let’s continue the 

struggle, keep the faith and 

hold the line. 

Dr. Maulana Karenga, 

Professor and Chair of 

Africana Studies, California 

State University-Long 

Beach; Executive Director, 

African American Cultural 

Center (Us); Creator of 

Kwanzaa; and author of 

Kwanzaa: A Celebration of 

Family, Community and Cul-

ture and Essays on Struggle: 

Position and Analysis, 

www.AfricanAmericanCul-

t u r a l C e n t e r - L A . o rg ;  

www.OfficialKwanzaaWeb-

s i t e . o r g ;   

www.MaulanaKarenga.org.

DR. MAULANA KARENGA

� SARAh R. hARRiS, pRESiDENt AND CEO Of thE BLACK BUSiNESS ASSOCiAtiON �

The upcoming 2026 

Men’s FIFA World Cup and 

the 2028 Summer Olympics 

and Summer Paralympic 

Games present Los Angeles 

with remarkable opportuni-

ties. 

These world sports 

events are not only a celebra-

tion of athletic excellence, but 

also a unique opportunity to 

stimulate economic growth, 

cultivate cultural pride, and 

advance social equity. To 

fully capitalize on the eco-

nomic boom these opportuni-

ties could bring to our state 

and communities, it is imper-

ative that we ensure the inclu-

sion of Black businesses in 

every facet of the prepara-

tions and operations. 

Reflecting on history, we 

must acknowledge the signif-

icant legacy of former Los 

Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley. 

His tireless efforts, in collab-

oration with Peter Ueberroth, 

the chairman of the Los 

Angeles Olympic Organizing 

Committee, and business-

man, Dr. William (Bill) 

Burke, were instrumental in 

bringing the 1984 Summer 

Olympics to our state.  

Bradley’s determination 

and vision transformed Los 

Angeles, and its surrounding 

areas, into an international hub 

of economic dynamism. The 

1984 Olympics demonstrated 

the power of inclusive leader-

ship and strategic planning. 

Bradley's commitment to 

inclusivity and economic 

empowerment remains a guid-

ing light for us today. His suc-

cess in the 1984 Games was 

not just a personal triumph but 

a victory for the community. 

The economic uplift and inter-

national recognition that Los 

Angeles received were a direct 

result of his unwavering dedi-

cation and strategic alliances 

with key leaders. Bradley, 

Ueberroth, and their team 

embodied what was called the 

“Dream Business Team,” a 

model of collaboration and 

innovative thinking that we 

must aspire to replicate. 

As we approach the 2026 

FIFA Men’s World Cup and 

the 2028 Summer Olympics, 

we must build on Bradley’s 

legacy. The inclusion of Black 

businesses in these global 

events is not just a matter of 

equity; it is an economic 

imperative.  

Studies consistently show 

that diverse and inclusive busi-

ness practices drive innovation 

and economic growth. By 

actively including Black busi-

nesses, we ensure that the eco-

nomic benefits of these events 

are broadly shared, fostering a 

more robust and resilient local 

economy. 

Currently, we are witness-

ing a promising continuation 

of this legacy with Mayor 

Karen Bass leading the way.  

Recently, she led an L.A. dele-

gation to Paris, the host city for 

the 2024 Summer Olympic 

games. Bass was accompanied 

by Council President Paul 

Krekorian, Metro CEO 

Stephanie Wiggins, LA84 

Foundation President and 

CEO Renata Simril and others, 

to engage with international 

stakeholders and learn best 

practices for major event plan-

ning. Upon returning, she con-

vened a Business Roundtable 

with leaders of local business 

chambers and associations to 

discuss small business growth 

and economic development as 

top priorities. 

“I'm grateful for the oppor-

tunity to engage with Business 

France and Unibail-Rodamco-

Westfield CEO Jean-Marie 

Tritant to witness first-hand the 

collaborative nature of busi-

nesses and consumer engage-

ment during major events,” 

Bass said at a press conference 

during the Paris trip.  

“We are working urgently 

to ensure that Los Angeles will 

grow economically during the 

2028 games and that our small 

businesses will grow and 

thrive past the 2028 games.” 

The Black Business Asso-

ciation (BBA), the oldest eth-

nic business support organiza-

tion in California, has long 

championed the cause of eco-

nomic empowerment for 

Black businesses. Under the 

visionary leadership of Earl 

“Skip” Cooper, II, the BBA 

has made significant strides in 

supporting Black entrepre-

neurs and advocating for their 

inclusion in major economic 

opportunities. Now, as the 

President and CEO, I am com-

mitted to continuing this vital 

work and ensuring that Black 

businesses are front and center 

in the preparations for these 

upcoming events. 

Tom Bradley’s legacy 

teaches us that with determina-

tion, strategic vision, and col-

laborative effort, we can 

achieve remarkable success. 

As we prepare for the world to 

turn its eyes once again to Los 

Angeles, let us ensure that our 

Black businesses are not just 

spectators but active partici-

pants and beneficiaries of the 

economic opportunities these 

events will bring. 

Together, we can create a 

legacy of inclusion, equity, and 

economic empowerment that 

will endure long after the final 

whistle of the World Cup and 

the closing ceremony of the 

Olympics. Let’s honor the spir-

it of Tom Bradley by working 

diligently to ensure that the 

2026 and 2028 games are a 

testament to our commitment 

to diversity and inclusion. 

I invite you to follow the 

Black Business Association’s 

efforts and initiatives at 

bbala.org or on social media 

@blackbusinessassociation. 

Sarah R. Harris is presi-

dent and CEO of the Black 

Business Association and 

serves on the Los Angeles 

County Small Business Com-

mission as the 2nd District 

Commissioner. 
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Hauling Demolition & Moving 
General Clean­up, Tree Removal, 

Garage Clean­up, Dirt removal, Mov­
ing service & Deliveries.  

Tony @323­495­8624 
_____________________ 

 
GREAT PRICE 

Painting,Tile,Hauling 
Plumbing,Electrical 

Roofing,Tree Removal And Pest Con­
trol. Call Tito @ 323­335­0540 

_____________________ 
 
 

1000 
Legal & Public Notices 

  
 

Bidding Process for 2025­2029 
Crystal Stairs Inc. Head Start/ Early 

Head Start Program is soliciting bids 
from Food service vendors to service 
up to 16 centers in the LA, Compton, 
Inglewood, Hawthorne, Lennox, and 

Slauson Corridor area. 
Vendors will serve approximately 
1018 breakfasts, 1018 lunches and 

1018 snacks/day. The proposed 
operating days will be Monday ­ Fri­

day from 
7:30 am ­ 4:30 pm. To obtain a bid 

packet, contact Leonard Flot 
lflot@crystalstairs.org Letters of 
Intent must be submitted before 

July 24th 2024 and Bid Packets must 
be submitted by July 31st 2024 to 

5110 W. Goldleaf Circle, Ste 150, Los 
Angeles, CA 90056 before 2 pm. 

Attention: Leonard Flot. public bid 
opening will take place on August 
5th, 2024, 2 pm at Crystal Stairs, 

Only sealed bids will be contract will 
be accepted. The contract will be 

awarded to the lowest, most 
responsible, and responsive bidder. 

_____________________ 
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If you’re a supporter of 

former President Donald 

Trump, after last Thurs-

day's presidential debate, 

you’re probably elated. If 

you’re a supporter of Presi-

dent Joe Biden, there is a 

great deal of disappoint-

ment and sadness. Many 

Democrats entered into full 

panic mode, with some 

even calling for President 

Biden, the presumptive 

Democratic nominee, to be 

replaced. 

As time passed, Demo-

cratic leaders like former 

President Barack Obama, 

Governor Gavin Newsom, 

and House Minority 

Leader, Hakeem Jeffries 

rallied to the President’s 

aid. Vice President Kamala 

Harris gave a full-throated 

defense of her partner in 

the executive branch of 

government. On the other 

side, former President 

Trump had his usual sup-

porters rally around him, 

despite fact-checkers not-

ing that he misled or lied 

during the debate approxi-

mately 30 times.  

To be fair, President 

Biden also misled on more 

than 11 occasions. For 

instance, Biden incorrectly 

stated that drug prices for 

insulin were capped at $15 

instead of the actual $35, 

and that out-of-pocket 

costs for seniors' prescrip-

tion drugs would be capped 

at $200 instead of $2,000. 

Despite these inaccuracies, 

many observers thought 

Biden was honest and 

intentional in defending his 

record. 

As a political scientist 

with a degree from North 

Carolina A&T State Uni-

versity and a strategist with 

experience on numerous 

political campaigns at vari-

ous levels, I believe the 

Biden campaign needs an 

immediate makeover. 

Whoever recommended a 

debate this early in the 

campaign schedule should 

be replaced. If the Presi-

dent came up with the idea, 

then the person who could-

n’t talk him out of it should 

be replaced. Whoever pre-

pared Biden for the debate 

should also be replaced. 

Debating Donald Trump 

and getting into the weeds 

with specific facts and 

details is a losing strategy. 

Political debates are 

much like sports. It’s fierce 

competition where over-

training your candidate can 

be detrimental. Muham-

mad Ali, considered the 

greatest heavyweight fight-

er of all time, lost his title 

to Leon Spinks on Febru-

ary 15, 1978, at the age of 

36. Many boxing pundits 

had varying opinions on 

whether Ali was over-

trained or if he took Spinks, 

who was 12 years younger, 

for granted. 

President Joe Biden has 

been training all his life for 

this battle. On December 

18, 1972, his wife and 

daughter were killed in a 

fatal car accident, and his 

two sons, Hunter and Beau, 

were seriously injured. 

This tragedy occurred 

shortly after he was elected 

junior senator from 

Delaware at the age of 30. 

Many thought he would 

resign before being sworn 

in due to the tremendous 

grief, but Senate Democrat-

ic leadership convinced 

him to stay. They traveled 

to Delaware to swear him 

in at his sons’ hospital 

room. Biden traveled home 

every day by train after 

Senate sessions to be with 

his sons, a practice that 

continued until he married 

Jill and they had their 

daughter, Ashley. 

So, for those Democrat-

ic operatives and pundits 

feeling defeated, grow a 

spine. The day after the 

debate, Joe Biden bounced 

back, stating, “I don’t walk 

as easily as I used to. I 

don’t speak as smoothly as 

I used to. I don’t debate as 

well as I used to. But I 

know what I do know. I 

know how to tell the truth.” 

One of my mentors, Uncle 

Charlie, once said to me, 

“When you get knocked 

down, just get up before 

they count to 10.” President 

Joe got up before they 

counted to 10. 

Finally, as a political 

scientist, one of the great-

est presidents in American 

history, in my opinion, was 

Franklin Delano Roo-

sevelt. He led the nation 

through the Great Depres-

sion and reluctantly 

entered World War II after 

the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

When Roosevelt entered 

office in 1933, he was in a 

wheelchair, having been 

stricken with polio almost 

a decade earlier. Despite 

his illness, he was elected 

to four terms, showing that 

the American people val-

ued his leadership and the 

Democratic Party’s pro-

grams. After his death in 

1945, Vice President Harry 

Truman succeeded him and 

won the 1948 election, 

continuing Roosevelt’s 

legacy. 

So, Papa Joe may move 

a little slow, but he knows 

what he knows, and that is 

the truth. And by the way, 

Muhammad Ali came back 

to fight Leon Spinks and 

convincingly won back his 

title. So it ain’t over till it’s 

over, and my money is on 

President Biden. 

Art Blackwell is the 

host of the “Art of Politics” 

radio show.

*DUPLEX­APT.­2BD­1BA* 
*SEC 8'OK = $2,775* (negotiable) 

*2BD­1BA­A/C­KIT & BA VERY 
CLEAN­ALL DOORS & WINDOWS ARE 
SOUNDPROOF­NEW CRPT­BLINDS & 
CURTAINS­LG/SRV PORCH = $2,775* 

(negotiable) *CALL ASAP!!!* 
JOHN  

310­704­6784 
_____________________ 

Apt for Rent 
Two bdrm 1 bath unit of 1,000 sq ft 

of living space located within the 
Historic West Adams area with a 

city view nestled in a peaceful cul­
de­sac. Fully renovated unit includ­
ing wall heaters and remote pow­

ered ceiling fans. The building 
includes a laundry room as well as 

monitored security cameras. 
Rent: 2800 / Deposit: 4000 

SEC 8 Welcomed 
Contact Ron Smith, manager 909­

312­8355 
_____________________ 
1 BDRM Apt Inglewood 
Carpet, drapes BD/LR 

Full Bath, Laundry room on Site. St  
Pkg, Near SoFi Stadium 

$1,400/Month  
No Pets. Also Unfurnished Bachelor 
Apt $800/Month New Refrigerator 

Blinds, Curtains, Full Bath,  
All Utilities Paid. 

Call (310) 677­6686 
_____________________ 

 
Unfurnished 1 Bedroom Apartment 

Freshly painted and carpet.  
Sec 8 Welcomed! 

1619 W 38th Place, LA, 90062 
$1450/month 

Ask for Mr. Ellis 
(323)244­ 9821 
(323) 841­ 2477 

_____________________ 
 

1 Bedroom 1 bath 
Updated unit  

Nice size 
Laminate Floors / Laundry 

4726 4th Ave 
$1,500 a month 
310­645­1303 

_____________________ 

PLACE YOUR AD ONLINE    www.lasentinel.net    323 299-380

10 

Rooms for Rent

Furnished Room for Rent 
Furnish room for rent in SouthEast 

LA Central Ave & 42nd Street 
area..Working person preferred.. 
$575.O0 mo. Plus 275.00 security. 

Ms.Whit 323­318­0304 cynthi­
awhite834@yahoo.com 

_____________________ 
Single/Shared Room for Rent 

PICO/CRENSHAW 
WASHER & DRYER HOOK UP 

ALMOST FULL, COME SEE WHY! 
323­841­2485 

_____________________ 
50 

Apartments ­ Unfurnished  
 

Long Beach Beauty!! 
completely remodeled: large 1 bed 
and bath apt. for rent at:29 W. Bort 
St. Long Beach 90805.New kitchen 
& Bath, new appliances, laminate 

floors, recessed lights. 
Call Fred 

310 649­1990 
_____________________ 

 
Section 8 approved 2 large bed­
rooms 1 bathroom. $2,600 per 

month 
4 unit building. second floor , has 
wash and dryer inside unit. very 

large and bright apartment. 2 park­
ing spaces assigned. 

Giovanna 323­304­2799 
_____________________ 

 
SENIOR BUILDING FIRST FLOOR 

1BEDROOM APT 
1 BEDROOM APT 

FIRST FLOOR UNIT 
SENIOR BUILDING 

NEAR BUS & STORES 
$2275 SEC 8 OKAY 

(323)961­1598 
_____________________ 

 
Downstairs Large 1 Bedroom 

Downstairs 1 unit building. New 
floors. clean apartment. Quiet Build­
ing. 8 blocks from Leimert Park. Not 

far from Train. 
323­484­6632 

_____________________ 

Apartment For Rent 
1 Bedroom 
1 Bathroom 
New Carpet 

Parking 
Unfurnished 

1814 1/2 5th Ave Los Angeles, Ca 
90019 

Contact: Evelyn 
323­8159232 

Fvelyn Dotson 
323­8159232 

evelyndotson@sbcglobal.net 
_____________________ 

 
1 Bdr 1 bath & 2 Bdr 1 bath 

SECTION 8 OK 
727 W.82nd st, LA 

4510 S. vermont,LA 
Nice and quiet 

Newly Remodeled 
Laundry Room 

Parking included 
Rent: $1900 

MIKE 
310­433­8800 

_____________________ 
Remodeled 2 BR 

2Bedroom w/den $2650 
Remodeled kitchen, bathroom, new 
granite countertops & new laminate 

floors 
Section 8 ok 

6821 10th Avenue 
LA 90043 

Call (323)296­3123 
_____________________ 

Newly Remodeled 
1 Bedroom $1975 

Section 8 Okay 
Remodeled kitchen, bathroom, new 

granite countertops, new stove & 
laminate floors 

6821 10th Avenue 
90043 

Ms. Hooper 
Call (323) 296­3123 

_____________________ 
1 bedroom 1 bath 

Nice size / Newly Painted 
New Carpets 

1623 1/2 W 39th Place, Los Angeles 
Contact Jerome / 213­220­2510 

_____________________ 

AWESOME 1 BEDROOM 
Bright corner Apt. 

Upstairs Unit 
Newly Refurbished  

Granite counter tops. Wood floors. 
Very quiet building  

With mature tenants.  
Lyn (310)678­7794 

_____________________ 
 

ONE BEDROOM APT., 
1245 W. 99th St. 

County section 8 ok 
$1400/mo. 

Call for more details 
(323) 646­9344 

_____________________ 
 

NEWLY REFURBISHED LARGE 2 
BDRM., 1 BATH 
849 W. 73rd St. 

L A. Large kitchen/living rm.,  
totally new  

bathroom sec 8 welcome 
 

(323) 757­8459 
(323) 316­0627. cell 

_____________________ 
 

1 BDRM., 1 BATH APT 
Newly decorated! 

service porch washer/dryer hookup.  
Section 8 ok 

(323) 936­6882 
_____________________ 

90 
Houses ­ Unfurnished  

 
3 Bedroom for the price of a 2 

Newly refurbished, 3 bedroom 2 
baths. Section 8 and VA welcome. 

Large yard. Ready to move in. Near 
Jefferson and La Cieniga  

310­642­1952 
_____________________ 

230 
Employment Opportunities  

 
In home care of disabled senior 

male 
2­3 Day/wk, 9am­6pm 1 hr lunch. 

IHHS, state funded program, $22/hr. 
General hygiene needs, feed meals, 
maintain living quarters, meals and 

clothes. Occasional outings. In Cren­
shaw Community. 

Mark Galloway 
(562) 277­5073 

demotrck@gmail.com 
_____________________ 

240 
Employment Wanted  

 
Care Provider 

We are currently looking for a Care 
Provider to support individuals with 
disabilities at an Adult Residential 

Facility. Successful candidates 
should be able to clear a Depart­
ment of Justice (DOJ) background 

check. Training will be provided, and 
no prior experience is necessary. For 
further information, please contact 

Jaunuta at 310­569­1721. 
_____________________ 

760 
Real Estate Wanted  

 
WE BUY HOUSES/UNITS 

3 day close 
213­479­5659 Francisco 

310­420­9599 Tracy 
Call or text 

tracy@hubilu.com 
_____________________ 

890 
Gardening 

  
 

MARTIN AND SON 
Lawn Service Tree Trimming, yard 

and lots Clean Up 
The Best For Less 

(323) 331­7434 
_____________________ 

 
 

920 
Moving & Storage 

  
 

2­car garage for rent 
Inglewood, close to City Hall and 

Police Station. Alley access 
$250/month 
David Evans 

310­748­9097 
_____________________ 

50 

Apartments - Unfurnished

50 

Apartments - Unfurnished
50 

Apartments - Unfurnished

The fourth of July is the 

day we celebrate the United 

States of America’s inde-

pendence and establishing it 

as a country free from tyran-

ny and foreign rule.  The 

original 13 colonies would 

now be free from British 

control.  

Ironically, our country 

may be free from foreign 

rule, but are we influenced 

by powers that cause an 

internal rift creating a great 

divide. We as a country are 

yet to be truly a united coun-

try. Even though we are no 

longer ruled by a foreign 

power, if we are not careful, 

America could be headed 

towards external influences 

that could be our downfall.  

If we want to maintain 

the freedoms and liberties 

that all our forefathers 

(black, white, brown, and 

red), died for we must figure 

out how to be more united 

and stand together in what is 

best for all Americans.  

The United States of 

America is made up of peo-

ple from all nations.  We all 

came to this country under 

different circumstances and 

the only original people here 

were the Native Americans, 

also known as the American 

Indian.  The rest of us either 

came here either by force or 

choice.  No matter what our 

origins, it is up to each of us 

to determine what we will 

do to contribute to making 

us one nation under God 

indivisible with liberty and 

justice for all.  

Being united does not 

mean we will not have differ-

ences and it is okay to be 

proud of your family roots 

and heritage because that is 

part of what makes each of 

us unique.  However, we 

must dig deep for what we 

have in common to build a 

strong foundation for our 

country to survive the attacks 

that could come against us, 

internally and externally. 

Relatively speaking we are 

still a young country com-

pared to other empires and 

governments. Remember, a 

country divided is at the 

mercy of any storm that 

could come against us. 

I have had the privilege 

of traveling all around the 

world, and although I have 

enjoyed so many of the 

places I have visited, there is 

still no place like home.  The 

United States of America, 

although we are not perfect, 

I believe we are the best 

country with the best oppor-

tunities for all its citizens. It 

is the hope that so many of 

our ancestors held onto for 

equal opportunity for every-

one.   

Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. talked about what he 

envisioned in his “I Have a 

Dream” speech.  I too hold 

onto the hope and belief that 

my grandchildren and their 

children will be able to live a 

life of prosperity and con-

tribute to making it the best 

place on earth.  

The freedoms and 

opportunities that we can 

experience here are unlike 

so many other places around 

the globe.  You can come 

from a poor background 

with little education and still 

build a thriving business.  

Every little girl and boy can 

grow up with the thought of 

one day being the President 

of the United States and it 

can be a reality.  This is not 

so in every country. 

This month, American 

flags will be flying high 

honoring not only the 4th of 

July, but also our citizens 

that will be participating in 

the 2024 Olympics in Paris.  

Let us also try and keep in 

mind what our flag stands 

for. The red and white 

stripes represent the original 

13 colonies, and the fifty 

stars represent all our states 

coming together as one.   

The color white signifies 

purity and innocence.  Red 

stands for hardiness and 

valor.  Blue signifies vigi-

lance, perseverance, and jus-

tice.  

I know today with all the 

political divide that we have 

in our country there are peo-

ple with mixed emotions 

about what our flag may 

stand for, but remember, we 

are all in this together and 

some kind of way we must 

figure out how to forgive, 

love, honor, and respect 

each other for the hope of 

future generations. The 

American flag belongs to all 

of us. I want to wish every-

one a happy and blessed 

Independence Day. 
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CIVIL

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 24STCP02046

Superior Court of California, 
County of LOS ANGELES
Petition of: AARON JOSEPH 
BABCOCK for Change of 
Name
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:
Petitioner AARON JOSEPH 
BABCOCK filed a petition 
with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:
AARON JOSEPH BABCOCK 
to AARON JOSEPH 
RUSSELL
The Court orders that all 
persons interested in this 
matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described 
above must file a written 
objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a 
hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: 8/19/2024, Time: 
9:30AM, Dept.: 9, Room: 9
The address of the court 
is SPRING STREET 
COURTHOUSE, 312 N. 
SPRING ST LOS ANGELES, 
CA 90012
(To appear remotely, check 
in advance of the hearing for 
information about how to do 
so on the court’s website. To 
find your court’s website, go 
to www.courts.ca.gov/find-
my-court.htm.)
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause must be published at 
least once each week for four 
successive weeks before the 
date set for hearing on the 
petition in a newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in 
this county: LOS ANGELES 
SENTINEL
Date: JUNE 25, 2024
ELAINE LU
Judge of the Superior Court
7/4, 7/11, 7/18, 7/25/24
CNS-3829075#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 24CMCP00091

Superior Court of California, 
County of LOS ANGELES
Petition of: DONNA DENISE 
JAMES for Change of Name
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:
Petitioner DONNA DENISE 
JAMES filed a petition 
with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:
DONNA DENISE JAMES to 
LA DONNA DENISE JAMES
The Court orders that all 
persons interested in this 
matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described 
above must file a written 
objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a 
hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: 09/05/2024, Time: 
8:30AM, Dept.: A, Room: 904
The address of the court is 
200 W. COMPTON BLVD. 
COMPTON, CA 90220
(To appear remotely, check 
in advance of the hearing for 
information about how to do 
so on the court’s website. To 
find your court’s website, go 
to www.courts.ca.gov/find-
my-court.htm.)
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause must be published at 
least once each week for four 
successive weeks before the 
date set for hearing on the 
petition in a newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in 
this county: LA SENTINAL
Date: 6/20/24
MICHAEL SHULTZ
Judge of the Superior Court
7/4, 7/11, 7/18, 7/25/24
CNS-3827858#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

SUMMONS (Family Law)
CITACIÓN (Derecho 

familiar)
CASE NUMBER (NÚMERO 
DE CASO): 23STFL09158

NOTICE TO RESPONDENT 
(Name): AVISO AL 
DEMANDADO (Nombre): 
Jean-Philippe Sallaberry
You have been sued. Read 
the information below and on 
the next page.
Lo han demandado. Lea la 
información a continuación y 
en la página siguiente.
Petitioner’s name is: 
Nombre del demandante: 
Claire Jacqueline Lorain
You have 30 calendar days 
after this Summons and 
Petition are served on you to 
file a Response (form FL-120) 
at the court and have a copy 
served on the petitioner. A 
letter, phone call, or court 
appearance will not protect 
you.
If you do not file your 
Response on time, the court 
may make orders affecting 
your marriage or domestic 
partnership, your property, 
and custody of your children. 
You may be ordered to pay 
support and attorney fees and 
costs.
For legal advice, contact a 
lawyer immediately. Get 
help finding a lawyer at the 
California Courts Online Self-
Help Center (www.courts.
ca.gov/selfhelp), at the
California Legal Services 
website (www.lawhelpca.org), 
or by contacting your local 
county bar association.
Tiene 30 días de calendario 
después de haber recibido la 
entrega legal de esta Citación 
y Petición para presentar 
una Respuesta (formulario 
FL-120) ante la corte y 
efectuar la entrega legal de 
una copia al demandante. 
Una carta o llamada telefónica 
o una audiencia de la corte no 
basta para protegerlo.
Si no presenta su Respuesta 
a tiempo, la corte puede 
dar órdenes que afecten su 
matrimonio o pareja de hecho, 
sus bienes y la custodia de 
sus hijos. La corte también 
le puede ordenar que pague 
manutención, y honorarios y 
costos legales.
Para asesoramiento legal, 
póngase en contacto de 
inmediato con un abogado. 
Puede obtener información 

para encontrar un abogado 
en el Centro de Ayuda de 
las Cortes de California 
(www.sucorte.ca.gov), en 
el sitio web de los Servicios 
Legales de California (www.
lawhelpca.org) o poniéndose 
en contacto con el colegio de 
abogados de su condado.
NOTICE—RESTRAINING 
ORDERS ARE ON PAGE 
2: These restraining orders 
are effective against both 
spouses or domestic partners 
until the petition is dismissed, 
a judgment is entered, 
or the court makes further 
orders. They are enforceable 
anywhere in California by any 
law enforcement officer who 
has received or seen a copy 
of them.
AVISO—LAS ÓRDENES 
DE RESTRICCIÓN SE 
ENCUENTRAN EN LA 
PÁGINA 2: Las órdenes de 
restricción están en vigencia 
en cuanto a ambos cónyuges 
o miembros de la pareja de 
hecho hasta que se despida 
la petición, se emita un fallo 
o la corte dé otras órdenes. 
Cualquier agencia del orden 
público que haya recibido 
o visto una copia de estas 
órdenes puede hacerlas 
acatar en cualquier lugar de 
California.
FEE WAIVER: If you cannot 
pay the filing fee, ask the clerk 
for a fee waiver form. The 
court may order you to pay 
back all or part of the fees and 
costs that the court waived for 
you or the other party.
EXENCIÓN DE CUOTAS: 
Si no puede pagar la cuota 
de presentación, pida al 
secretario un formulario de 
exención de cuotas. La corte 
puede ordenar que usted 
pague, ya sea en parte o por 
completo, las cuotas y costos 
de la corte previamente 
exentos a petición de usted o 
de la otra parte.
1. The name and address 
of the court are (El nombre 
y dirección de la corte son): 
Superior Court of California, 
County of Los Angeles, 111 
N. Hill Street Los Angeles, 
CA 90012
2. The name, address, and 
telephone number of the 
petitioner’s attorney, or the 
petitioner without an attorney, 
are: (El nombre, dirección 
y número de teléfono del 
abogado del demandante, o 
del demandante si no tiene 
abogado, son): Douglas 
A. Crowder (SB #140130), 
Crowder Law Center, P.C., 
303 N. Glenoaks Blvd., Suite 
200, Burbank, CA 91502, Tel. 
213-509-1515
Date (Fecha): 8/31/2023
David W. Slayton, Clerk, by 
(Secretario, por) J. Esplana, 
Deputy (Asistente)
[SEAL]
7/4, 7/11, 7/18, 7/25/24
CNS-3827857#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 24TRCP00235

Superior Court of California, 
County of LOS ANGELES
Petition of: MICHAEL 
CARTER JONES BY MILES 
WILLIAMS for Change of 
Name
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:
Petitioner MICHAEL CARTER 
JONES BY MILES WILLIAMS 
filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names 
as follows:
MICHAEL CARTER JONES 
to MILES ALBERT WILLIAMS 
JR
The Court orders that all 
persons interested in this 
matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described 
above must file a written 
objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a 
hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: AUG 02, 2024, Time: 
8:30AM, Dept.: M, Room: 350
The address of the court is 825 
MAPLE AVE TORRANCE, 
90503
(To appear remotely, check 
in advance of the hearing for 
information about how to do 
so on the court’s website. To 
find your court’s website, go 
to www.courts.ca.gov/find-
my-court.htm.)
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause must be published at 
least once each week for four 
successive weeks before the 
date set for hearing on the 
petition in a newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in 
this county: LA SENTINEL
Date: JUNE 14, 2024
GARY Y. TANAKA
Judge of the Superior Court
6/20, 6/27, 7/4, 7/11/24
CNS-3825614#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 24CMCP00088

Superior Court of California, 
County of Los Angeles
Petition of: Yoneisha Lee’ette 
Maple for Change of Name
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:
Petitioner Yoneisha Lee’ette 
Maple filed a petition with this 
court for a decree changing 
names as follows:
Yoneisha Lee’ette Maple to 
Yoneisha Royalty Adams
The Court orders that all 
persons interested in this 
matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described 
above must file a written 
objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a 
hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: 8/29/24, Time: 8:30am, 
Dept.: A, Room: 904
The address of the court is 
200 West Compton Blvd. 
Compton, CA 90220
(To appear remotely, check 
in advance of the hearing for 
information about how to do 
so on the court’s website. To 
find your court’s website, go 
to www.courts.ca.gov/find-
my-court.htm.)
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause must be published at 
least once each week for four 
successive weeks before the 
date set for hearing on the 
petition in a newspaper of 

general circulation, printed 
in this county: Los Angeles 
Sentinel
Date: June 14, 2024
MICHAEL SHULTZ
Judge of the Superior Court
6/20, 6/27, 7/4, 7/11/24
CNS-3825607#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 24CMCP00090

Superior Court of California, 
County of LOS ANGELES
Petition of: Albertha Ife Minix 
for Change of Name
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:
Petitioner Albertha Ife Minix 
filed a petition with this court 
for a decree changing names 
as follows:
Albertha Ife Minix to lfe 
Albertha Minix
The Court orders that all 
persons interested in this 
matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described 
above must file a written 
objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a 
hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: 8/27/24, Time: 8:30am, 
Dept.: E, Room: 1004
The address of the court is 
200 W COMPTON BLVD 
COMPTON, CA 90220
(To appear remotely, check 
in advance of the hearing for 
information about how to do 
so on the court’s website. To 
find your court’s website, go 
to www.courts.ca.gov/find-
my-court.htm.)
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause must be published at 
least once each week for four 
successive weeks before the 
date set for hearing on the 
petition in a newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in 
this county: LOS ANGELES 
SENTINEL
Date: JUNE 14, 2024
WENDY L. WILCOX
Judge of the Superior Court
6/20, 6/27, 7/4, 7/11/24
CNS-3825170#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 24VECP00248

Superior Court of California, 
County of LOS ANGELES
Petition of: Genifer Helen 
Paxtor Chavez for Change 
of Name
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:
Petitioner Genifer Helen 
Paxtor Chavez filed a petition 
with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:
Genifer Helen Paxtor Chavez 
to Genesis Helen Paxtor 
Chavez
The Court orders that all 
persons interested in this 
matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described 
above must file a written 
objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a 
hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: JULY 29, 2024, Time: 
8:30AM, Dept.: T, Room: 600
The address of the court is 
LOS ANGELES SUPERIOR 
COURT NORTHWEST 
DISTRICT - EAST BLDG. 
6230 SYLMAR AVE. ROOM 
107 VAN NUYS, CA 91401
(To appear remotely, check 
in advance of the hearing for 
information about how to do 
so on the court’s website. To 
find your court’s website, go 
to www.courts.ca.gov/find-
my-court.htm.)
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause must be published at 
least once each week for four 
successive weeks before the 
date set for hearing on the 
petition in a newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in 
this county: LOS ANGELES 
SENTINEL
Date: JUNE 13, 2024
VIRGINIA KEENY
Judge of the Superior Court
6/20, 6/27, 7/4, 7/11/24
CNS-3825167#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 24STCP01876

Superior Court of California, 
County of LOS ANGELES
Petition of: TRISHA JAQUAY 
WILSON for Change of Name
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:
Petitioner TRISHA JAQUAY 
WILSON filed a petition 
with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:
TRISHA JAQUAY WILSON to 
RISHA JAQUAY SON
The Court orders that all 
persons interested in this 
matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described 
above must file a written 
objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a 
hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: AUG 05 2024, Time: 
9:30 AM, Dept.: 9, Room: 9
The address of the court 
is SPRING STREET 
COURTHOUSE 312 N. 
SPRING STREET LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90012
(To appear remotely, check 
in advance of the hearing for 
information about how to do 
so on the court’s website. To 
find your court’s website, go 
to www.courts.ca.gov/find-
my-court.htm.)
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause must be published at 
least once each week for four 
successive weeks before the 
date set for hearing on the 
petition in a newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in 
this county: LA SENTINEL
Date: JUNE 10 2024
ELAINE LU
Judge of the Superior Court
6/20, 6/27, 7/4, 7/11/24
CNS-3824465#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

CASE NUMBER (Número del 
Caso): 

23AHCV00359
NOTICE TO DEFENDANT 
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO): 
MAKA BUADZE, CHRISTIAN 
BUADZE, and DOES 1 TO 
10, inclusive
YOU ARE BEING SUED 
BY PLAINTIFF (LO ESTÁ 
DEMANDANDO EL 
DEMANDANTE): ROGELIO 
GARCIA HUERTA
NOTICE! You have been 
sued. The court may decide 
against you without your 
being heard unless you 
respond within 30 days. Read 
the information below.
You have 30 CALENDAR 
DAYS after this summons and 
legal papers are served on 
you to file a written response 
at this court and have a copy 
served on the plaintiff. A letter 
or phone call will not protect 
you. Your written response 
must be in proper legal form 
if you want the court to hear 
your case. There may be 
a court form that you can 
use for your response. You 
can find these court forms 
and more information at the 
California Courts Online Self-
Help Center (www.courtinfo.
ca.gov/selfhelp), your county 
law library, or the courthouse 
nearest you. If you cannot pay 
the filing fee, ask the court 
clerk for a fee waiver form. If 
you do not file your response 
on time, you may lose the 
case by default, and your 
wages, money, and property 
may be taken without further 
warning from the court.
There are other legal 
requirements. You may 
want to call an attorney right 
away. If you do not know an 
attorney, you may want to call 
an attorney referral service. If 
you cannot afford an attorney, 
you may be eligible for free 
legal services from a nonprofit 
legal services program. You 
can locate these nonprofit 
groups at the California 
Legal Services Web site 
(www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), 
the California Courts Online 
Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or 
by contacting your local court 
or county bar association. 
NOTE: The court has a 
statutory lien for waived fees 
and costs on any settlement 
or arbitration award of 
$10,000 or more in a civil 
case. The court’s lien must 
be paid before the court will 
dismiss the case.
¡AVISO! Lo han demandado. 
Si no responde dentro de 30 
días, la corte puede decidir 
en su contra sin escuchar su 
versión. Lea la información a 
continuación.
Tiene 30 DÍAS DE 
CALENDARIO después 
de que le entreguen esta 
citación y papeles legales 
para presentar una respuesta 
por escrito en esta corte y 
hacer que se entregue una 
copia al demandante. Una 
carta o una llamada telefónica 
no lo protegen. Su respuesta 
por escrito tiene que estar 
en formato legal correcto 
si desea que procesen su 
caso en la corte. Es posible 
que haya un formulario que 
usted pueda usar para su 
respuesta. Puede encontrar 
estos formularios de la corte y 
más información en el Centro 
de Ayuda de las Cortes de 
California (www.sucorte.
ca.gov), en la biblioteca de 
leyes de su condado o en 
la corte que le quede más 
cerca. Si no puede pagar 
la cuota de presentación, 
pida al secretario de la corte 
que le dé un formulario de 
exención de pago de cuotas. 
Si no presenta su respuesta 
a tiempo, puede perder el 
caso por incumplimiento y 
la corte le podrá quitar su 
sueldo, dinero y bienes sin 
más advertencia.
Hay otros requisitos legales. 
Es recomendable que llame a 
un abogado inmediatamente. 
Si no conoce a un abogado, 
puede llamar a un servicio de 
remisión a abogados. Si no 
puede pagar a un abogado, 
es posible que cumpla con 
los requisitos para obtener 
servicios legales gratuitos 
de un programa de servicios 
legales sin fines de lucro. 
Puede encontrar estos 
grupos sin fines de lucro 
en el sitio web de California 
Legal Services, (www.
lawhelpcalifornia.org), en 
el Centro de Ayuda de las 
Cortes de California, (www.
sucorte.ca.gov) o poniéndose 
en contacto con la corte o el 
colegio de abogados locales. 
AVISO: Por ley, la corte 
tiene derecho a reclamar las 
cuotas y los costos exentos 
por imponer un gravamen 
sobre cualquier recuperación 
de $10,000 ó más de valor 
recibida mediante un acuerdo 
o una concesión de arbitraje 
en un caso de derecho civil. 
Tiene que pagar el gravamen 
de la corte antes de que la 
corte pueda desechar el caso.
The name and address of the 
court is (El nombre y dirección 
de la corte es): Los Angeles 
County Superior Court, 
300 East Walnut Street, 
Pasadena, CA 91101
The name, address, and 
telephone number of plaintiff’s 
attorney, or plaintiff without 
an attorney, is (El nombre, 
la dirección y el número 
de teléfono del abogado 
del demandante, o del 
demandante que no tiene 
abogado, es): Law Offices of 
Nantha & Associates, 2000 E. 
4th Street, Suite 110, Santa 
Ana, CA (714) 866-0412 
DATE (Fecha): 02/15/2023
David W. Slayton, Executive 
Officer/ Clerk of Court, Clerk 
(Secretario), by Edward 
Madrid, Deputy (Adjunto)
(SEAL)
6/13, 6/20, 6/27, 7/4/24
CNS-3823252#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 24TRCP00230

Superior Court of California, 
County of LOS ANGELES
Petition of: DOVINA 
MATTHEWS for Change of 
Name
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:
Pet i t ioner DOVINA 
MATTHEWS filed a petition 
with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:
DOVINA MATTHEWS to 
DAVON MATTHEWS
The Court orders that all 
persons interested in this 
matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described 
above must file a written 
objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at 

least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a 
hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: 8/2/2024, Time: 
8:30AM, Dept.: M
The address of the court is 
TORRANCE COURTHOUSE, 
825 MAPLE AVENUE 
TORRANCE, CA 90503
(To appear remotely, check 
in advance of the hearing for 
information about how to do 
so on the court’s website. To 
find your court’s website, go 
to www.courts.ca.gov/find-
my-court.htm.)
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause must be published at 
least once each week for four 
successive weeks before the 
date set for hearing on the 
petition in a newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in 
this county: LA SENTINEL
Date: 6/10/2024
GARY Y. TAKANA
Judge of the Superior Court
6/13, 6/20, 6/27, 7/4/24
CNS-3823149#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 24CMCP00081

Superior Court of California, 
County of Los Angeles
Petition of: GIPSON 
RAYMOND for Change of 
Name
TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS:
Peti t ioner GIPSON 
RAYMOND filed a petition 
with this court for a decree 
changing names as follows:
GIPSON RAYMOND to 
Gipson, Raymond
The Court orders that all 
persons interested in this 
matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, if any, 
why the petition for change of 
name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the 
name changes described 
above must file a written 
objection that includes the 
reasons for the objection at 
least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to 
be heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be 
granted. If no written objection 
is timely filed, the court may 
grant the petition without a 
hearing.
Notice of Hearing:
Date: 08/15/2024, Time: 8:30 
am, Dept.: E, Room: 1004
The address of the court 
is 200 W Compton Blvd 
Compton 90220
(To appear remotely, check 
in advance of the hearing for 
information about how to do 
so on the court’s website. To 
find your court’s website, go 
to www.courts.ca.gov/find-
my-court.htm.)
A copy of this Order to Show 
Cause must be published at 
least once each week for four 
successive weeks before the 
date set for hearing on the 
petition in a newspaper of 
general circulation, printed in 
this county: The Los Angeles 
Sentinel
Date: Jun 05 2024
Wendy L. Wilcox
Judge of the Superior Court
6/13, 6/20, 6/27, 7/4/24
CNS-3822371#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS 

BUSINESS 

NAMES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024127220

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
THERAPY COLLECTIVE OF 
CALIFORNIA, 113 N SAN 
VICENTE BLVD. SUITE 256, 
BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90211 
County of LOS ANGELES
Articles of Incorporation or 
Organization Number: LLC/AI 
No 6142588
Registered owner(s):
THERAPY COLLECTIVE OF 
CALIFORNIA, A MARRIAGE 
AND FAMILY THERAPY 
CORPORATION, 113 N SAN 
VICENTE BLVD. SUITE 256, 
BEVERLY HILLS, CA 90211; 
State of Incorporation: CA
This business is conducted by 
a Corporation
The registrant(s) started doing 
business on N/A.
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
THERAPY COLLECTIVE OF 
CALIFORNIA, A MARRIAGE 
AND FAMILY THERAPY 
CORPORATION 
S/ SAMANTHA POTTHOFF, 
SECRETARY
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Los Angeles County on 
06/13/2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
7/4, 7/11, 7/18, 7/25/24
CNS-3829729#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024128244

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
NATIONAL DISTRIBUTION 
CO., 21345 LASSEN 
STREET, CHATSWORTH, 
CA 91311 County of LOS 
ANGELES
Registered owner(s):

MSNV, INC, 21345 LASSEN 
STREET, CHATSWORTH, CA 
91311; State of Incorporation: 
CA
This business is conducted by 
a Corporation
The registrant(s) started doing 
business on N/A.
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
MSNV, INC 
S/ SCOTT TAYLOR, CEO
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Los Angeles County on 
06/14/2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
7/4, 7/11, 7/18, 7/25/24
CNS-3829584#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024136749

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
JULLUX, 621 S SPRING ST 
APT 611 LOS ANGELES, 
CA 90014, County of LOS 
ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
OLENA CHERNIK, 621 S 
SPRING ST, APT 611 LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90014
This business is conducted 
by: AN INDIVIDUAL
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on N/A
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
S/ OLENA CHERNIK, 
OWNER
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Los 
Angeles on 6/26/2024
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
7/4, 7/11, 7/18, 7/25/24
CNS-3829551#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024134778

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
ANTAKY QUILTING CO, 
1540 CALZONA ST LOS 
ANGELES, CA, CA 90023, 
County of LOS ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
AMERICAN QUILTING 
COMPANY, INC, 1540 
CALZONA ST LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90023, CA
This business is conducted 
by: A CORPORATION
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
06/2024
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
S/ DEREK ANTAKY, 
PRESIDENT
AMERICAN QUILTING 
COMPANY, INC.
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Los 
Angeles on 6/24/2024
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
7/4, 7/11, 7/18, 7/25/24
CNS-3829550#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024129834

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
SEASIDE POINT LLC, 
25350 MAGIC MOUNTAIN 
PARKWAY STE 300, 
VALENCIA, CA 91355 County 
of LOS ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
SEASIDE POINT LLC, 
25350 MAGIC MOUNTAIN 
PARKWAY STE 300, 
VALENCIA, CA 91355; State 
of Incorporation: CA
This business is conducted by 
a limited liability company
The registrant(s) started doing 
business on 03/2022.
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
SEASIDE POINT LLC 
S/ TANYA LOVE, CEO
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Los Angeles County on 
06/17/2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
7/4, 7/11, 7/18, 7/25/24
CNS-3829490#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024119677

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
MEDIAGRAPH, 442 N 
BARRANCA AVE STE 155, 
COVINA, CA 91723 County of 
LOS ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
THE DAM SOFTWARE 
COMPANY, INC., 442 N 
BARRANCA AVE STE 155, 
COVINA, CA 91723; State of 
Incorporation: DE
This business is conducted by 
a Corporation
The registrant(s) started doing 
business on 01/2024.
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
THE DAM SOFTWARE 
COMPANY, INC. 
S/ ERIKA NORTEMANN, 
CEO
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Los Angeles County on 
06/04/2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
7/4, 7/11, 7/18, 7/25/24
CNS-3829252#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024131696

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
LEGACY PROJECT, 2202 S. 
FIGUEROA ST. STE. 742, 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90007 
County of LOS ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
NINA WELLINGTON, 2202 
S. FIGUEROA ST. STE. 742, 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90007
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant(s) started doing 
business on 06/2024.
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
S/ NINA WELLINGTON, 
OWNER
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Los Angeles County on 
06/20/2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
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Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, 7/18/24
CNS-3827765#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024134546

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
GREENLIGHT HOME 
LOANS, 5762 MORLEY ST 
310 LOS ANGELES, CA 
90045, County of CA
Registered owner(s):
GREENLIGHT MORTGAGES 
INC., 5762 MORLEY ST 310 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90045, 
CALIFORNIA
This business is conducted 
by: A CORPORATION
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on N/A
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
S/ ANTHONY USHER, CEO
GREENLIGHT MORTGAGES 
INC.
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Los 
Angeles on JUNE 24, 2024
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, 7/18/24
CNS-3827763#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024126302

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
KIDYKIDYKLOSET, 20564 
VENTURA BLVD #303, 
WOODLAND HILLS, CA 
91364 County of LOS 
ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
SAEID ARSHIAN, 20564 
VENTURA BLVD #303, 
WOODLAND HILLS, CA 
91364
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant(s) started doing 
business on 06/2024.
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
S/ SAEID ARSHIAN, OWNER
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Los Angeles County on 
06/12/2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, 7/18/24
CNS-3827476#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024131360

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
HOOD HIPPE, 14752 
CRENSHAW BLVD #478 
GARDENA, CA 90249, 
County of LOS ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
NATASHA MILLER, 1824 W 
14TH ST UNIT E GARDENA, 
CA 90249
This business is conducted 
by: AN INDIVIDUAL
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
06/2024
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
S/ NATASHA MILLER, 
OWNER
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Los 
Angeles on 6/19/2024
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 

before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, 7/18/24
CNS-3827462#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024131479

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
1. EMBODY PURSUIT LLC, 
2. EMBODY PURSUIT, 9800 
D TOPANGA CANYON BLVD 
STE 157 CHATSWORTH, 
CA 91311, County of LOS 
ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
CIANA SINGH, LLC., 9800 
D TOPANGA CANYON BLVD 
STE 157 CHATSWORTH, CA 
91311, CA
This business is conducted 
by: A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
01/2024
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
S/ CIANA SINGH, CEO
CIANA SINGH, LLC
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Los 
Angeles on 6/19/2024
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
6/27, 7/4, 7/11, 7/18/24
CNS-3827450#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024128555

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
1. Shannon Angeletti 
Media Services, 2. MAJR 
Presents Good People, 3. 
MAJR Clone, LLC, 8704 
Sepulveda Blvd Num 1164, 
Westchester, CA 90045, 
County of Los Angeles
Registered owner(s):
MAJR Clone LLC, 8704 
Sepulveda Blvd Num 1165, 
Westchester, CA 90045; CA
This business is conducted by: 
a Limited Liability Company
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
07/2023
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
S/ Shannon Maurice Angeletti 
Jr, Member
MAJR Clone LLC
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Los 
Angeles on 6/14/2024
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
6/20, 6/27, 7/4, 7/11/24
CNS-3825345#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024104505

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
RWC GROUP, 3620 
E FLORENCE AVE, 
HUNTINGTON PARK, 
CA 90255 County of LOS 
ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
FLEET LEASE, INC., 
3620 E FLORENCE AVE, 
HUNTINGTON PARK, CA 
90255; State of Incorporation: 
CA
This business is conducted by 
a Corporation
The registrant(s) started doing 
business on N/A.
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
FLEET LEASE, INC. 
S/ ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 
PRESIDENT
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Los Angeles County on 

05/14/2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
6/20, 6/27, 7/4, 7/11/24
CNS-3823912#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024105814

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
RWC GROUP, 3620 E 
FLORENCE AVE RWC 
GROUP, HUNTINGTON 
PARK, CA 90255 County of 
LOS ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
FRED M. BOERNER MOTOR 
CO., 3620 E FLORENCE 
AVE, HUNTINGTON 
PARK, CA 90255; State of 
Incorporation: CA
This business is conducted by 
a Corporation
The registrant(s) started doing 
business on N/A.
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
FRED M. BOERNER MOTOR 
CO. 
S/ ROBERT CUNNINGHAM, 
PRESIDENT
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Los Angeles County on 
05/15/2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
6/20, 6/27, 7/4, 7/11/24
CNS-3823900#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024117915

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
CAMEFROMDABOTTOM, 
1009 S MAYO AVE, 
COMPTON, CA 90221 County 
of LOS ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
GEORGE ANTHONY 
DIAZ, 1009 S MAYO AVE, 
COMPTON, CA 90221
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant(s) started doing 
business on 05/2024.
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
S/ GEORGE ANTHONY 
DIAZ, OWNER
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Los Angeles County on 
05/31/2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
6/20, 6/27, 7/4, 7/11/24
CNS-3823706#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024122793

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
FINDS FINDS, 403 N 
STANLEY AVE APT A, LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90036 County 
of LOS ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
IRENA BAKOVIC, 403 N 
STANLEY AVE APT A, LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90036
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant(s) started doing 
business on 06/2024.
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 

Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
S/ IRENA BAKOVIC, OWNER
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Los Angeles County on 
06/07/2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
6/13, 6/20, 6/27, 7/4/24
CNS-3822956#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024113033

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
THE MAIL SERVICE OF 
INGLEWOOD, 113 E 
MANCHESTER BLVD, 
INGLEWOOD, CA 90301 
County of LOS ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
THE MAIL SERVICE LLC, 
113 E MANCHESTER BLVD, 
INGLEWOOD, CA 90301; 
State of Incorporation: CA
This business is conducted by 
a limited liability company
The registrant(s) started doing 
business on 05/2024.
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
THE MAIL SERVICE LLC 
S/ MARION DANIEL, 
MANAGING MEMBER
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Los Angeles County on 
05/24/2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
6/13, 6/20, 6/27, 7/4/24
CNS-3822939#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024097791

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
ANGEL BRAIDS, 4267 
CRENSHAW BLVD, LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90008 County 
of LOS ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
NADEGE NGOPANG 
NTOKEM, 930 FIGUEROA 
TERRACE, LOS ANGELES, 
CA 90012
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant(s) started doing 
business on N/A.
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
S/ NADEGE NGOPANG 
NTOKEM, OWNER
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Los Angeles County on 
05/06/2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
6/13, 6/20, 6/27, 7/4/24
CNS-3822751#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024122447

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
MASTER BLASTER 
PRESSURE WASHER, 
4426 WEST 64 STREET 
INGLEWOOD, CA 90302, 
County of LOS ANGELES; 
Registered owner(s):
WAYNE LAWRENCE SIMON, 
4426 WEST 64 STREET 
INGLEWOOD, CA 90302

This business is conducted 
by: AN INDIVIDUAL
The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
05/2008
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
S/ WAYNE LAWRENCE 
SIMON, OWNER
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Los 
Angeles on JUN 6 2024
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
6/13, 6/20, 6/27, 7/4/24
CNS-3822400#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024117753

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
1. CLOCKMENOW, 2. 
CLOCKMENOW.COM, 3. 
IRENT, 4087 PUNTA ALTA 
DRIVE, LOS ANGELES, 
CA 90008 County of LOS 
ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
MICHAEL A BEAUMONT, 
4087 PUNTA ALTA DRIVE, 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90008
This business is conducted by 
an Individual
The registrant(s) started doing 
business on N/A.
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
S/ MICHAEL A BEAUMONT, 
OWNER
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of 
Los Angeles County on 
05/31/2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
6/13, 6/20, 6/27, 7/4/24
CNS-3822379#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 2024119604

The following person(s) is 
(are) doing business as:
PANGO, 4757 DON 
PORFIRIO PLACE LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90008, 
County of LOS ANGELES
Registered owner(s):
DIAMBA LLC, 4757 DON 
PORFIRIO PLACE LOS 
ANGELES, CA 90008; CA
This business is conducted 
by: A LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY
The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on N/A
I declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000)).
S/ HERITIER LUMUMBA, 
CEO
DIAMBA LLC
This statement was filed 
with the County Clerk of Los 
Angeles on 6/4/2024
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 
40 days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed 
before the expiration. Effective 
January 1, 2014, the Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be accompanied by the 
Affidavit of Identity form.
The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a 
Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under Federal, State, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code).
6/13, 6/20, 6/27, 7/4/24
CNS-3821984#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

GOVERNMENT

LOS ANGELES COUNTY
METROPOLITAN 

TRANSPORTATION
AUTHORITY (LACMTA)
INVITATION FOR BID

LACMTA will receive Bids/
Proposals for DR113440(3) 
- Nuts, Bolts and 
Miscellaneous Hardware 
Service Contractat the 9th 
Floor Receptionist Desk, 
Vendor/Contract Management 
Department, One Gateway 
Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 
90012.
A Pre-Bid conference will 
not be held. All Bids must be 
submitted to LACMTA, and be 
filed at the reception desk, 9th 
floor, V/CM Department, on or 
before 2:00 p.m. Pacific Time 
on Friday, July 26, 2024, at 
which time bids will be opened 
and publicly read. Bids 
received after the above date 
and time may be rejected and 
returned unopened. Each Bid 
must be sealed and marked 
Bid No. DR113440(3).
For a copy of the Proposal/
Bid specification visit our 
Solicitation Page on our 
Vendor Portal at https://
business.metro.net or for 
further information email 
Gloire Lokula at lokulag@
metro.net.
7/4/24
CNS-3827761#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

LOS ANGELES COUNTY
METROPOLITAN 

TRANSPORTATION
AUTHORITY (LACMTA)
INVITATION FOR BID

LACMTA will receive Bids/
Proposals for DR111841(3) 
- Half-Ton EV Pick-Up 
Trucksat the 9th Floor 
Receptionist Desk, Vendor/
Contract Management 
Department, One Gateway 
Plaza, Los Angeles, CA 
90012.
A Pre-Bid conference will 
not be held. All Bids must be 
submitted to LACMTA, and 
be filed at the reception desk, 
9th floor, V/CM Department, 
on or before 11:00 a.m. 
Pacific Time on Friday, July 
26, 2024, at which time bids 
will be opened and publicly 
read. Bids received after the 
above date and time may 
be rejected and returned 
unopened. Each Bid must be 
sealed and marked Bid No. 
DR111841(3).
For a copy of the Proposal/
Bid specification visit our 
Solicitation Page on our 
Vendor Portal at https://
business.metro.net or for 
further information email 
Gloire Lokula at lokulag@
metro.net.
7/4/24
CNS-3827725#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

GENERAL AND 
SPECIALITY CONTRACTOR 

PRE-QUALIFICATION 
OPPORTUNITY WITH 

LACCD
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the Los Angeles 
Community College District 
(“District”) invites Licensed 
General and Specialty 
Contractors to submit 
Statements of Qualification 
(SOQ) for the following 
procurement:
Prequalification of A, B and 
C licensed Construction 
Contractors for projects 
under $5MM
Projects may include but 
not limited to: demolition 
of existing buildings and 
hardscape, removal and repair 
of existing access barriers, 
building renovations, storm 
water mitigation, weather 
proofing, swing space prep, 
abatement, central plant 
improvements, site utility work 
and new construction.
The overall procurement 
process will take place in three 
steps: (1) The instant Request 
for Qualifications step (“RFQ”)
(i.e., pre-qualification); then 
(2) award of a Multiple Award 
Task Order Contract for 
Construction Services; and 
then (3) a project specific 
Task Order Request for Bids 
(TORFB) to the pre-qualified 
firms.
Upon receipt and evaluation 
of the Statements of 
Qualifications (“SOQ’s”) 
submitted in response to 
this RFQ, the SOQ’s will be 
scored and evaluated using 
the District’s Uniform System 
of Rating Applicants, and the 
pre-qualified Applicants will 
be identified and awarded a 
Multiple Award Task Order 
Contract for Construction 
Services. Thereafter, the 
District will issue a Request 
for Task Order Bid(s) to the 
Pre-Qualified Contractors. 
Award of the Task Order 
will be made to the lowest 
responsive and responsible 
bidder. The award of the 
Multiple Award Task Order 
Contract(s) and subsequent 
Task Order will be made 
pursuant to, without limitation, 
the authority provided to the 
District under Public Contract 
Code section 20651, and 
other applicable law(s).
SOQ Due Date and Request 
for Qualification Documents, 
including instructions to 
Applicants, will be available 
to Applicants at the Online 
Vendor Portal at Build-
LACCD.org, scroll down 
and click on “register 
with PlanetBids” link and 
follow the registration 
instructidons.
A non-Mandatory Pre-SOQ 
Teleconference will be held 
to provide an overview of 
the RFQ process. Details 
regarding the date and time 
will be posted to the Online 
Vendor Portal. 
Applicants must be 
registered on the Portal in 
order to prequalify. The 
Applicant assumes full and 
sole responsibility for timely 
receipt of its SOQ and any 
other documents required to 
be submitted with the SOQ, 
by the District. The District 
will have no responsibility 
for SOQ’s not submitted in a 
timely manner, no matter the 
reason.
Questions shall be directed to 
the Online Vendor Portal. All 
questions shall be directed to 
the Online Vendor Portal.
For future bidding 
opportunities please visit 
the Online Vendor Portal 
which can be accessed by 
visiting the website www.
build-laccd.org under “Work 
with Us” then clicking the 
PlanetBids link.
6/27, 7/4/24
CNS-3826852#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

IFB NO. 24-08 –Montebello 
At-Grade Railroad Safety 
Crossing Improvements 
Project The San Gabriel 
Valley Council of 
Governments is accepting 
bids for the construction of 

safety improvements for the 
at-grade intersections of 
the Union Pacific Railroad 
(UPRR) tracks at Vail 
Avenue, Maple Avenue, and 
Greenwood Avenue in the 
City of Montebello.These 
at-grade crossing safety 
improvements include the 
installation of pedestrian 
gates and railroad crossing 
gates, the construction of new 
medians, and traffic striping. 
Be advised that SGVCOG 
has established an SBE goal 
of 22.2% for this project. 
TheMontebello At-Grade 
Railroad Safety Crossing 
ImprovementsProject IFB 
24-08 is available on the 
PlanetBids website as of June 
24, 2024. Please register your 
firm with PlanetBids as all 
bid information, including the 
IFB, Questions & Answers, 
and all addenda and/or 
updates, will be posted on 
PlanetBids. Key dates for this 
solicitation: -There is no pre-
bid meeting scheduled for 
this solicitation. -Deadline for 
submission of questions via 
PlanetBids is July 5, 2024. 
-Bid due date is July 22, 2024 
at 1pm. Electronic submission 
only via PlanetBids. -Project 
is anticipated to begin in Fall 
2024. Please contact Joan 
Powe atjpowe@sgvcog.
orgif you need additional 
information.
6/27, 7/4/24
CNS-3826544#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

JOB ORDER 
CONTRACTING 

OPPORTUNITY WITH 
LACCD

A-General Engineering 
Contractors

B-General Building 
Contractors

C-10 Electrical Contractors 
C-13 Fencing Contractors
C-15 Flooring Contractors 

C-20 HVAC Contractors 
C-33 Painting Contractors
C-39 Roofing Contractors

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the Los Angeles 
Community College 
District (“District”) invites 
Licensed General and select 
Specialty Contractors to 
submit a Prequalification 
Questionnaire for the purpose 
of prequalifying, based on 
public contracting experience, 
to submit bids for a Job Order 
Contract:
A Job Order Contract is an 
indefinite quantity contract 
pursuant to which the 
Contractor may perform an 
ongoing series of individual 
Projects at different locations 
under the jurisdiction of the 
LACCD. The bid documents 
include a Unit Price Book 
containing construction tasks 
with preset Unit Prices. All 
Unit Prices are based on local 
labor, material and equipment 
prices and are for the direct 
cost of construction.
A Non-Mandatory Pre-SOQ 
Conference will be held at 
2:00 PM on June 26, 2024 
via Zoom. The access link 
and additional details are 
available at the Online 
Vendor Portal (http://build-
laccd.org/ scroll down to 
“Register with Planet Bids” 
link) . 
Any person or entity 
wishing to be considered for 
prequalification (“Applicant”) 
must complete the 
Prequalification Questionnaire 
and other required 
information in accordance 
with the instructions set 
forth in the Questionnaire 
and in the RFQ document. 
Applicants must register on 
the Online Vendor Portal to 
download the prequalification 
documents, submit Requests 
for Clarifications and receive 
subsequent addenda.
SOQ Due Date and Request 
for Qualification Documents, 
including instructions to 
Applicants, will be available 
to Applicants at the Online 
Vendor Portal.
6/27, 7/4/24
CNS-3825545#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

REQUEST FOR 
PROPOSALS

Notice is given that 
proposals for On-Call 
Closed-Circuit Television 
Inspection of Sewers program 
(BRC0000367) will be 
received by the Los Angeles 
County Public Works, per 
the instructions listed on the 
RFP until 5:30pm, Tuesday, 
July 23, 2024. There will be 
an optional online Proposers’ 
Conference on Tuesday, 
July 9, 2024, at 9 am. To 
participate, proposers will 
need to sign in using the 
electronic sign-in sheet 
accessible at the following 
link: https://pw.lacounty.
gov/contracts/opportunities.
aspx. The estimated annual 
program amount is $25 
million. Instructions for 
accessing the RFP document 
are available at the following 
link: http://pw.lacounty.gov/
brcd/servicecontracts or may 
be mailed to you upon request 
by calling (626) 458-4199 or 
TDD at (626) 282-7829.
7/4/24
CNS-3820532#
LOS ANGELES SENTINEL

PROBATE

NOTICE OF PETITION 
TO ADMINISTER 

ESTATE OF: 
WALTER HAMILTON 

CASE NO. 
24STPB07002

To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent creditors, 
and persons who may 
otherwise be interested in the 
WILL or estate, or both of 
WALTER HAMILTON.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE 
has been filed by PAULETTE 
BAILEY in the Superior Court 
of California, County of LOS 
ANGELES.
THE PETITION FOR 
PROBATE requests that 
PAULETTE BAILEY be 
appointed as personal 
representative to administer 
the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests 
authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. 
(This authority will allow the 
personal representative to 
take many actions without 
obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very 
important actions, however, 
the personal representative 
will be required to give notice 
to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or 
consented to the proposed 
action.) The independent 
administration authority will be 
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Since 2012, Inglewood 

has become an economic 

and societal success, achiev-

ing national recognition as 

the sports and entertainment 

destination in the United 

States. This is due to the ren-

ovation of landmark destina-

tions and new developments 

such as the Fabulous Forum, 

the opening of SoFi Stadi-

um, NFL Network facility, 

YouTube Theater, Showtime 

Production Studio, L.A. 

Philharmonic Youth Orches-

tra building and the con-

struction of the Intuit Dome. 

“When I took office in 

February 2011, we had zero 

dollars,” said Mayor Butts. 

“By June, we would not 

make payroll, our bond rat-

ing was BBB-minus and our 

unemployment rate was 

17.5 percent, the highest in 

the nation. 

“Our roads were a mess; 

we had 19,000 trees and 

were trimming about 600 

trees a year.” 

Butts shared it was all 

turned around using synergy 

and collaboration with part-

ners, city officials and the 

community, which has 

helped Inglewood becoming 

a hub for just about every-

thing. He also shared how 

the coming Inglewood Tran-

sit Connector (ITC) will 

bring more jobs, revenue 

and opportunities to the city. 

“The ITC is going to 

create meaningful jobs for 

the city and its residents,” 

said Butts. “This is a project 

that will be built with union 

workers, many of which will 

be local hires.” 

Butts continued, “With 

$1.9 billion, local, state, fed-

eral funds, we’re on track to 

build and design the ITC 

and expect to see construc-

tion in the beginning of the 

next year.” 

The event was hosted by 

Butts and co-host Steve 

Ballmer, owner of the Los 

Angeles Clippers. NBC 

Sports Fred Roggin emceed 

a business panel featuring 

Butts and Ballmer (Clip-

pers), Casey Wasserman 

(LA28), Kevin Demoff 

(COO Rams) Patrick Soon 

Shiong (Los Angeles Times) 

and other prominent figures. 

 The event was attended 

by L.A. city and county 

leaders including L.A. 

County Board of Supervi-

sors Hilda L. Solis, Holly J. 

Mitchell, Kathryn Barger, 

Janice Hahn, and Lindsey P. 

Horvath. L.A. Mayor Karen 

Bass and former L.A. 

Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, 

underscored the significance 

of the occasion. Butts also 

honored and awarded city 

administrators, county part-

ners and community leaders 

for their part in helping the 

city. Mitchell, Hahn and 

Horvath shared remarks 

about Butts and his accom-

plishments. 

“Mr. Mayor, we love 

you with our whole heart, 

we love serving with you on 

the Metro Board and you are 

a man of vision,” said 

Mitchell. 

“All of us are elected 

policymakers, big thinkers 

just like you and with this 

partnership, more great 

things will happen for this 

region and for the city of 

Inglewood.”  

“I love celebrating in 

Inglewood,” said Horvath. 

“I’m so thrilled to see the 

progress that’s happened in 

Inglewood and to have a 

partnership with the city. 

Count on us, call on us, 

we’re ready to be here when 

you need us.”  

“I grew up in Ingle-

wood, I grew up at Cren-

shaw and Florence, all three 

of my children were born at 

Daniel Freemen Hospital,” 

said Hahn.  

“I love Inglewood, but 

Mayor Butts, what you have 

done is absolutely spectacu-

lar and as the new incoming 

chair of Metro Board of 

Directors, I look forward to 

doing whatever we can to 

improve transportation 

opportunities here in Ingle-

wood, which really will ben-

efit our entire region. 

“You are an incredible 

man; this city is lucky to 

have you as its mayor.” 

For more information 

about what’s going on in 

the city of Inglewood, visit 

www.cityofinglewood.org.

CITY OF INGLEWOOD {Continued from A‐1}
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CITY OF INGLEWOOD 

Mayor Butts honors and awards L.A. County Supervisor 

Holly J. Mitchell.

CITY OF INGLEWOOD 

Mayor Butts honors and awards Councilwoman Gloria 

Gray. 

CITY OF INGLEWOOD 

Mayor Butts honors and awards L.A. County Supervisor 

Janice Hahn.. 

1580 Chief Visionary Offi-

cer Tavis Smiley, who mod-

erated the summit.   

“Climate justice is the 

preeminent issue of the day, 

and yet those persons who 

are the most often victimized 

by these climate maladies, 

those who suffer from these 

climate catastrophes have 

been left out of the conversa-

tion. These are silent killers, 

but we ought not to be silent 

in the conversation about 

these issues in this vitally 

important election season,” 

he said.    

To discuss the intersec-

tion of climate change and 

racial justice, climate 

impacts on low income and 

communities of color, the 

role of transportation, and the 

green energy transition, the 

panel featured Metro CEO 

Stephanie Wiggins, Sierra 

Club Executive Director Ben 

Jealous, Majora Carter, 

Mustafa Santiago Ali, Peggy 

Shepard, Jacqueline Patter-

son, Glory Dolphin 

Hammes, Leah Thomas, 

Denise Fairchild, Rev. 

Lennox Yearwood, Shakari 

Byerly, and 2024 Presiden-

tial candidate Cornel West.  

Mayor Karen Bass delivered 

the keynote address.    

“To my administration, 

climate change is very 

important,” she declared. 

“We’ve just established a cli-

mate cabinet to focus on 

implementation and actions 

that Los Angeles can do to 

have a more sustainable, 

resilient, and equitable city 

for all of our residents.   

“We must never allow 

people to think that Black 

folks are not concerned about 

climate change. We under-

stand when our communities 

are at risk and when our 

health is at risk. We’re going 

to do whatever we can to 

make sure that we don’t con-

tinue to be the brunt. We’ll 

continue to make our voices 

heard, and when we fight for 

change in our community, 

everyone benefits,” she said.   

Similar comments were 

expressed by Dr. Robert 

Bullard, executive director of 

The Bullard Center for Envi-

ronmental Justice at Texas 

Southern University, who is 

considered the “father of 

environmental justice.”   

“We have an opportunity 

today to deal with the num-

ber one threat to humanity—

that’s climate impacts,” he 

said.  

“Thanks to the Biden-

Harris administration, the 

Bullard Center now has $50 

million as a grant-making 

program from the [U.S. 

Environmental Protection 

Agency] to solarize [Historic 

Black Colleges and Univer-

sities] and green infrastruc-

ture at our community cen-

ters and schools.  

“We have to go for those 

dollars and not leave one 

penny on the table, because 

we don’t know when these 

resources will be available 

again. We have to get this 

money into the community. 

Not allow money to follow 

money, money to follow 

power, and money to follow 

Whites, as it has in the past. 

It’s money to follow needs, 

and that’s where we are 

today in our climate justice 

movement,” said Bullard.   

The summit was pow-

ered by public and private 

partners LADWP, Metro, 

South Coast AQMD, Cal-

trans, the Sierra Club, South-

ern California MWD, Port of 

Los Angeles, California 

Wellness Foundation, The 

California Endowment, Cali-

fornia Community Founda-

tion, and Los Angeles Coun-

cilmember Curren D. Price, 

Jr.    

KBLA Talk 1580 is the 

only Black-owned and oper-

ated talk radio station west 

of the Mississippi.   

For more information, 

visit https://kbla1580.com.

KBLA CLIMATE SUMMIT {Continued from A‐1}

“That’s one of the things 

that happens when an indus-

try goes through a drastic 

evolution … in vestors come 

in to take advantage of 

potential profit opportunities 

and investment opportuni-

ties,” Niello said of his con-

cerns with SB 1327. “I am 

an unabashed capitalist 

myself. But they are not 

buying these newspaper 

groups for the sake of the 

mission of news reporting. 

To them it's a business deal.”  

Sen. Bill Dodd (D-

Napa), who voted in favor 

of the bill, also had some 

concerns. He wants to make 

sure SB 1327 is legislation 

that would not fall into the 

hands of hedge fund that 

would purchase newspapers 

solely to reap funds because 

of the mitigation fee. 

“What I’d like to see, by 

the time it comes back to 

the floor is that we have an 

opportunity to kind of see -

- maybe not a firm spending 

program -- but at least 

something that has been 

thought out particularly so 

we’re not funding hedge 

funds,” Dodd said.  

To qualify for the tax 

credit, news media outlets 

must initially circulate or 

distribute news content 

within the state of Califor-

nia and operate internet 

platforms. 

SB 1327 proposes a 

7.25% on gross receipts 

derived from data extraction 

transactions, according to 

the bill’s language. At the 

end of his presentation, 

Glazer made it clear that 

media outlets do not have to 

accept funds through the tax 

credit.   

“This measure is content 

neutral (and) ownership 

neutral,” Glazer said. “If a 

publisher of an outlet does-

n’t want to have the connec-

tion with a government 

through a tax credit, they 

don’t have to take it.”  

Fees extracted from dig-

ital technology companies 

with a minimum of $2.5 bil-

lion in annual advertising 

revenue would provide $500 

million in employment tax 

credits to news organiza-

tions in California. An addi-

tional $400 million in 

extracted fees would go 

directly to schools.  

Sen. Lola Smallwood-

Cuevas (D-Los Angeles) 

spoke the ways public opin-

ion, politics and civic life 

have been influenced by mis-

information and disinforma-

tion since the decline of the 

journalism industry. A mem-

ber of the California Legisla-

tive Black Caucus (CLBC), 

Smallwood-Cuevas is a for-

mer journalist. 

“These are efforts to 

make a difference,” Small-

wood said of SB 1327. “I 

must applaud the author for 

his work particularly because 

the alternative must also 

include building a represen-

tative workforce within the 

newspaper industry, which 

this bill takes into account—

ensuring that those who look 

like California tell the story 

of California.”

 JOURNALISM BILL {Continued from A‐1}

along with your deep techni-

cal and business experience 

will greatly benefit the 

ARCHES Board.” 

“Dr. William Burke is 

the ideal selection for our 

community to serve on the 

ARCHES Board.  His com-

mitment to Environmental 

Justice and his reputation 

in the environmental space 

for fighting for Black Peo-

ple and underserved com-

munities and inclusiveness 

is respected and appreciat-

ed throughout this nation.  

Having Bill serve on this 

board will ensure that our 

community reaps some of 

the many benefits and an 

equitable share of the $1.2 

Billion Dollars allocated to 

this program,” noted 

Danny J. Bakewell, Sr., 

veteran community activist 

and chairman of the Los 

Angeles Brotherhood Cru-

sade and Bakewell Media. 

Burke served 27 years on 

governing board of the 

South Coast Air Quality 

Management District, 

included 23 years as the 

chairman. His accomplish-

ments include establishing 

the Asthma and Outdoor Air 

Quality Consortium to better 

understand the relationship 

between air pollution expo-

sure and asthma, creating the 

Helping Hands Initiative to 

sponsor green job training, 

and founding AQMD’s 

Environmental Justice Com-

munity Partnership to 

strengthen relations with 

environmental justice groups 

and local communities. 

His environmental 

efforts received national 

acclaim in 2023 when he 

became the first African 

American to receive the 

Thomas W. Zosel Out-

standing Individual 

Achievement Award from 

the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency.   

According to Galiteva 

and Moss, ARCHES Board 

members focus on “building 

out California’s sustainable 

and renewable clean hydro-

gen ecosystem and market-

place while benefitting dis-

advantaged communities, 

achieving ambitious State air 

quality and climate goals, 

and accelerating the State 

transition to a carbon neutral 

economy by 2045.”  

Burke will be the found-

ing member representative 

on the ARCHES Board 

where he “will be involved 

in the strategic decision-

making process and help 

guide the future direction of 

California’s multi-billion-

dollar hydrogen hub that 

was recently awarded $1.2 

billion by the U.S. Depart-

ment of Energy,” added 

Galiteva and Moss.

DR. WILLIAM BURKE {Continued from A‐1}



Indulging in Fun at the 2024 BETX Fan Fest
BY MYKO LYRIC 

Contributing Writer 
 

The 2024 BETX Fan 

Fest Experience took over 

the Los Angeles Conven-

tion Center last weekend 

and provided resources, 

entertainment, and connec-

tion to attendees from 

around the world.  

Feature offerings on 

Friday, June 28, and Satur-

day, June 29, included a 

BET Open Casting Call for 

aspiring actors, panels and 

interactive activities at SVP 

of Talent and Casting Robi 

Reed’s Love Healthy 

Lounge & Wellness Pavil-

ion, a pop-up roller skating 

rink, celebrity basketball 

coached bv Master P with a 

half time performance from 

Soulja Boy, Nipsey Hus-

sle’s The Marathon Contin-

ues x BET limited edition 

clothing collection pop-up 

shop, Shea Moisture and 

Dove pop-up shop, Tyler 

Perry’s “Sista Salon” pan-

els, an outdoor flea market 

to highlight black business-

es, and main stage perform-

ances from Cardi B, Big 

Latto, Doechii, and Flo 

Milli. Suffice to say, this 

year’s BETX FanFest 

Experience provided some-

thing for each of the thou-

sands of attendees to enjoy. 

The plethora of panels 

allowed for a wide range of 

topics, from technology to 

entrepreneurship. On Love 

Healthy’s panel focusing 

on the technology of well-

ness, one panelist empha-

sized the necessity of Black 

people in tech, saying, “We 

have to democratize the 

technology industry to 

include us…the future of 

technology is Black.”  

During this panel, 

online wellness apps such 

as Apple Health, ORA, and 

Therabody were recom-

mended to leave the audi-

ence with tools to improve 

and enhance their own 

health through technology. 

Another panel at Tyler 

Perry’s Sistas Salon includ-

ed comedian, actress, and 

rapper Pretty Vee, who 

elaborated on what entre-

preneurs really need when 

starting a business.  

“It’s not a lot of money, 

it’s not a lot of people. You 

can get by with one great 

friend who can help and 

support you. What you 

need is a lawyer,” insisted 

Pretty Vee. 

The crowd quickly 

erupted in laughter, only 

imagining the multitude of 

unfortunate scenarios that 

come when your business 

is not legally protected. 

Even though this is some-

thing many businesspeople 

know in the back of their 

minds, it is helpful to hear 

someone who has created 

and maintained a success-

ful brand and business val-

idate that notion and bring 

it to the forefront. 

The main event on Sat-

urday was the BET celebri-

ty basketball game with 

Wallo and 

Gillie. Players and 

notable guests included DC 

Young Fly, Lil Mama, 

Soulja Boy, G Herbo, 

Queen Naija, Omarion, 

and Marsha Ambrosius.  

Coached by American 

rapper Master P and his 

sons, Hercy and Mercy 

Miller, the BET Team won 

the game and the entire 

crowd ran onto the court to 

rejoice.  

In an exclusive inter-

view with the L.A. Sen-

tinel, Master P remarked 

about coaching with his 

sons: “It was amazing, to 

be able to do something 

with your kids. When you 

look at Black fathers and 

be one who is able to be 

with your kids, nothing is 

more precious!”  

As for the game, he 

joked, “We out-thought 

‘em! I could coach any-

where!” 

Following the basket-

ball game were perform-

ances from rappers Baby 

Tate, Doechii, and Big 

Latto. Nearly all attendees 

remaining in the conven-

tion center gathered around 

the stage, anticipating per-

formances from these 

artists in which the audi-

ence wouldn’t necessarily 

be able to snag front-row 

seats outside of the BET 

Experience. 

Whether a guest came 

for hair and skin care 

knowledge and products 

from Shea Moisture and 

Dove, wellness tips from 

Love Healthy, Black busi-

nesses in the outdoor flea 

market, musical perform-

ances, or a fantastic game 

of basketball, each 

attendee could relish in the 

knowing that the team 

behind the 2024 BETX 

Fan Fest curated a week-

end for them to indulge in 

their enjoyment.
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Shea Moisture pop­up show. 

MYKO LYRIC/L.A. SENTINEL 

A panel at Tyler Perry’s Sistas Salon.

MYKO LYRIC/L.A. SENTINEL 

Omarion enjoying the celebrity basketball game.
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Above, an aerial view of the solar panel installation at Watts-Willowbrook Church of Christ. At right, the team celebrates the event.  From left are Andreas Karelas, RE-volv ex-
ecutive director; Mario Holten, Wells Fargo Foundation, vice president of Philanthropy and Community Impact; Linda Cleveland, church secretary and long-time environmental 
activist; Jacquelyn Badejo, chair of the Climate Emergency Mobilization Office, Pastor Ernest Garrett; and Bekah Estrada, Interfaith Power & Light Southern California Director.  
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From left are Sweet Alice Harris, Compton Mayor Emma 
Sharif, and Leticia Vasquez-Wilson, Central Basin Water 
Board Director.

Sentinel newS Service

Watts-Wil lowbrook 

Church of Christ, known 

as “The Brook,” located 

at 13204 Mona Blvd. in 

Compton, in collaboration 

with RE-volv and Cali-

fornia Interfaith Power & 

Light (CIPL), celebrated 

the commissioning of their 

new 12-kW rooftop solar 

and upcoming battery stor-

age installation on Satur-

day, June 29. 

The church’s move to 

adopt solar energy aims to 

alleviate financial strains, 
build community resil-

ience, and bolster local 

clean energy projects and 

advocacy efforts.

The celebration includ-

ed a ribbon-cutting cer-

emony, a speaking program 

featuring remarks from the 

Compton Mayor Emma 

Sharif, and a resiliency 

workshop. The mayor pre-

sented two awards, recog-

nizing The Brook and Ms. 

Linda Cleveland, long time 

community activist and 

church secretary, for their 

environmental leadership 

and contributions.

“While there is sig-

nificant clean air and en-

ergy progress underway in 

South Central LA, more 

work needs to be done to 

educate community mem-

bers on its benefits and how 
solar and other clean ener-

gy technologies are acces-

sible to them today,” said 

Jacquelyn Badejo, chair 

of the Climate Emergency 

Mobilization Commission, 

City of Los Angeles. 

“Since The Brook 

church uniquely serves 

three neighboring commu-

nities, it is the perfect home 

base to spread awareness, 

educate, and accelerate lo-

cal clean energy adoption.”

During the ribbon cut-

ting ceremony, Compton 

Mayor Emma Sharif stated, 

“This is a significant mo-

ment for our community 

and for the future of Comp-

ton.” 

Leticia Vasquez Wil-

son, Central Basin Water 

Board Director, on behalf 

of Laura Richardson, for-

mer US Representative, 

followed by explaining, 

“The installation of solar 

panels at the Watts-Wil-

lowbrook Church of Christ 

represents more than just a 

move towards renewable 

energy – it represents hope, 

resilience, and progress for 

our community.”

With solar energy, 

the church is set to save 

$184,033 on electric-

ity costs over the next 20 

years, thanks in part to 

the direct pay, also known 

as elective pay, provision 

available through the Infla-

tion Reduction Act. 

This provision allows 

tax-exempt organizations 

to receive 30% or more in 

cash back on the cost of a 

solar system. A grant from 

the Wells Fargo Foundation 

supported RE-volv bring-

ing their innovative solar fi-

nance model to The Brook, 

allowing them to go solar 

for zero down and start sav-

ing on their energy bills on 

day one. Additionally, their 

solar system will allow The 

Brook to avoid emitting 

646,378 lbs of CO2 emis-

sions over the lifetime of 

the system, equivalent to 

the carbon sequestered by 

350 acres of trees every 

year.

“The solar installation 

at the Watts-Willowbrook 

Church of Christ is an ex-

cellent example of how the 

Biden-Harris Administra-

tion is helping community-

based institutions, espe-

cially in communities of 

color, make clean energy 

upgrades that reduce costs 

and lead to quality-of-life 

improvements. The Elec-

tive Pay tool in the Inflation 
Reduction Act continues to 

be a game-changer,” said 

Ronald Newman, senior 

advisor, IRA Implementa-

tion, U.S. Department of 

the Treasury

Andreas Karelas, exec-

utive director of RE-volv, 

highlighted, “Recent data 

suggests that when a non-

profit or house of worship 
goes solar, you can expect 

up to 80 residences in the 

area to follow suit over 

the next five years.” Kare-

las expresses gratitude for 

The Brook’s leadership and 

their commitment to edu-

cating community mem-

bers about clean energy 

and community resilience.

The solar and soon-to-

be battery storage system 

yields significant ben-

efits beyond producing 
clean, affordable power. 

With support from CIPL, 

WATTSKANDA consult-

ed the community during 

the resiliency workshop to 

customize their emergency 

services, including air fil-
tration on unhealthy air 

quality days and air condi-

tioning during heatwaves. 

The event also provid-

ed resources for residents, 

churches, and nonprofits 
interested in adopting solar 

energy, leveraging federal 

tax credits and funding op-

portunities through the In-

flation Reduction Act.
“Our partnership with 

The Brook highlights the 

core mission of CIPL - to 

help faith communities 

take bold and just climate 

action,” said Bekah Es-

trada, Southern California 

Director of California In-

terfaith Power & Light. 

“The church’s new so-

lar system will lower their 

carbon emissions and help 

save money, while building 

the foundation for a resil-

ience hub in Compton.”

RE-volv, in partnership 

with Interfaith Power & 

Light (IPL) and Green the 

Church, with support from 

NREL’s Solar Energy In-

novation Network, recently 

developed an initiative 

to bring solar to BIPOC 

(Black, Indigenous, and 

People of Color)-led Hous-

es of Worship. The Brook 

is the first completed proj-
ect of the initiative.

“The Wells Fargo Foun-

dation is pleased to see that 

our support of RE-volv’s 

work is playing a key role 

in making this project hap-

pen,” said John Moon, 

senior vice president and 

sustainability philanthropy 

lead for Wells Fargo. 

“Accessing the direct 

pay provision from the 

IRA is a game-changer for 

non-profits and community 
organizations to be able to 

access affordable clean en-

ergy solutions and support 

community resiliency.”

Watts-Willowbrook Church of Christ now serves as a beacon of clean energy education and resilience, with hopes of providing 

critical services during electrical outages, heatwaves, or unhealthy air quality days.

By cora JackSon-FoSSett

Religion Editor

The National Associa-

tion of Negro Musicians 

will hold their 2024 Na-

tional Convention at the 

Sheraton Grand Hotel, 711 

S. Hope Street, in down-

town Los Angeles.  

The convention begins 

Sunday, July 14, and con-

tinues through Thursday, 

July 18. The theme is “Lift 

Every Voice and Sing.”

The NANM Western 

Region Branches will host 

the gathering, which is ex-

pected to attract 

hundreds of 

p e o p l e . 

T h e 

branch-

es are 

t h e 

E d n a 

H a m -

m e t t 

P o r t e r 

M u s i c 

A s -

sociation where Bettye 

Randall and Rose Kimball 

serve as co-presidents; 

and Georgia Laster Asso-

ciation of Musicians where 

Yolanda Mitchell West is 

president.

Also co-hosting are the 

Taylor Benjamin Smith 

Performing Arts Society, 

Ethel Williams and Ashay 

Mathieu, co-presidents; 

and George Robert Garner 

III Branch, Timothy Davis, 

Jr., president.

Kicking off the con-

vention will be a concert 

by the Inner City Youth Or-

chestra of Los Angeles at 

Walt Disney Concert 

Hall.  The event is 

open to the pub-

lic. For ticket in-

formation, call 

(213) 788-4260.

On Monday, 

July 15, at 9 

a.m., 

t h e 

p le -

nary 

ses -

sion 

wi l l 

f ea -

tu re 

M i -

chael Abels, 2023 Pulit-

zerPrize-winning com-

poser known for his opera, 

“Omar.”  The Emmy and 

Grammy-nominated artist 

also wrote scores for the 

films “Get Out,” “Us,” and 
“Nope.”

The Spirit Chorale of 

Los Angeles, directed by 

Byron J. Smith, will per-

form at 7:30 p.m.  The 

event, sponsored by the 

Living Heritage Founda-

tion, will also include the 

Richard “88 Fingers” Turn-

er Jr. Band.  The tickets are 

$30.

Heading the agenda 

for Tuesday, July 16, at 8 

a.m., is Marcos K. Mer-

rick, founding director of 

the Community Choir of 

Baltimore and former coor-

dinator for performing arts 

at Morgan State Univer-

sity. He served under Dr. 

Nathan Carter, producer at 

WBZ-TV in Boston and 

WJZ-TV in Baltimore.

At 12 noon, the Life 

Member Luncheon takes 

place honoring Byron J. 

Smith, NANM President 

Emeritus, who served from 

2014 to 2019.  

To learn more or obtain 

tickets for all events, visit 

www.nanm.org/convention.



BY SHELBY STEPHENS 

Contributing Writer 
 

Juneteenth is the oldest 

internationally recognized 

commemoration that ended 

slavery in the United States. 

Black Americans are the 

focus of this holiday as 

Galveston, Texas is the 

home and center where the 

final group of slaves 

received news that they were 

free.  

Juneteenth is an opportu-

nity to honor and show 

respect to those who have 

transitioned, those still living 

with the affects, and those 

who continue to fight for our 

liberation. Since 1865, 

African Americans have 

revered this holiday with 

decades of traditions, com-

munity gatherings, and edu-

cating the masses.  

On June 17, 2021, Presi-

dent Joe Biden signed the 

Juneteenth National Inde-

pendence Day Act into law 

establishing Juneteenth as a 

federal holiday. 

A new Juneteenth tradi-

tion has emerged in the 

South, the Miss Juneteenth 

America Pageant presented 

by the Maynard 4 Founda-

tion. The Maynard 4 Foun-

dation is a national organi-

zation extending various 

resources in the interest of 

furthering education, health 

equity, culture, and social 

justice. The foundation 

seeks to serve as a champi-

on for those of all back-

grounds who are in need, so 

that they may thoroughly 

and equally share in the 

American dream.  

The inaugural Miss 

Juneteenth programs are a 

unique pageantry experience 

for young ladies nationwide 

between the ages 13 and 18. 

This pageant experience 

aims to showcase the inher-

ent beauty of the participants 

and minimize stereotypes; 

develop a sense of self-con-

fidence and pride; and deep-

en the understanding of 

African and Black/ African 

American history and cul-

ture. The Miss Juneteenth 

programs include Junior 

Miss Juneteenth (ages 13-

15); and Teen Miss June-

teenth (ages 16-18). 

2024 marks the third 

year of the pageant and 17-

year-old Los Angeles native 

Leatha Joyner won this 

year’s Teen Miss Juneteenth 

America. Joyner graduated 

from Blue Ridge Academy, 

where she was involved in 

music, performing arts, and 

acting. She is a SAG actress 

and is the far regional west-

ern president of Top Teens of 

America. Joyner traveled 

from L.A. to the national 

event in Mobile, Alabama 

and as the only one in her 

family to participate in pag-

eants, she won the national 

title to represent Juneteenth.  

Joyner believes that 

Juneteenth is so important 

because it signifies power 

and unity amongst Black 

Americans.  

“Our ancestors are the 

roots, and we are the trees 

that have blossomed from 

them and their resilience 

through slavery. My grand-

mother was the daughter of a 

sharecropper, and she has 

really inspired me during the 

pageant,” she said. 

In addition to her family, 

Joyner had the opportunity 

to research and share about 

an unknown African Ameri-

can Shero, Mary Ellen 

Pleasant, who’s story also 

inspired during her cam-

paign to becoming Teen 

Miss Juneteenth.  

During the competition, 

Joyner was asked, “Why do 

you want to be crowned 

Teen Miss Juneteenth Amer-

ica?”  She responded, “I 

want to be crowned Miss 

Juneteenth America to show 

everyone that they can be 

whatever they dream to be, 

and that if they keep on 

keeping on, their dreams can 

become a reality.”  

“I want to be a role 

model for younger people of 

color and share with them 

African American history. I 

want to encourage them and 

show them all that we can 

be. I also want them to know 

their skin color is more than 

just a color, but that it is a 

story of your family, your 

ancestors, and that it is 

power.” 

Although there have 

been many highlights and 

challenges in her journey, 

Joyner credits her mother 

and her family for keeping 

her motivated and encour-

aging her to continue the 

pageant process during 

moments when she felt 

overwhelmed. Joyner 

recalls the day she won the 

pageant and how it felt to 

be crowned Teen Miss 

Juneteenth, “when I woke 

up that morning, I was real-

ly excited but also really 

tired from the activities the 

day before. I was at peace 

as well as nervous. 

“We had rehearsal and 

did a rundown of the show, 

then I recited all my key 

points, and finally got ready 

for the pageant. I prayed 

right before pageant time 

and after completing all the 

components. One of my 

favorite components was Be 

You-tiful where we got to 

wear something we felt com-

fortable and confident in and 

share about our historical 

figures. During the talent 

component I sung Angel by 

Halle Bailey, I wanted to 

sing a song that had great 

meaning with a story to tell. 

The song also reflected what 

I want my legacy to be.  

“The final component 

was Juneteenth where we 

talked about what Juneteenth 

meant to us and our June-

teenth colors red, white, and 

blue. I wore a blue and gold 

African print dress from 

Coquette Kouture on Market 

Street. We got to the crown-

ing ceremony where I won, 

and I began to pray and 

thank God for the honor.”  

This summer Joyner 

will travel to Germany as 

the youngest Black partici-

pant of the CSU Summer 

Arts Program and in the fall 

of 2024, she will attend 

CSU Channel Islands in 

Oxnard, CA. Joyner 

received a scholarship to the 

university and in turn, she 

donated some of that allot-

ment to other young women 

looking to make a differ-

ence, proving that being a 

good role model is to show 

acts of selflessness. 

“I plan to continue to act 

and do theatre. I want to 

branch out in my acting and 

singing and through the 

Maynard 4 Foundation I’ve 

been able to step out of my 

comfort zone. To young 

women following my path I 

would tell them to keep on 

keeping on. Although there 

might be bumps, tests, and 

trials, keep doing what you 

love, keep striving, keep 

going, don’t quit. Gods got 

something for you.” 

Learn more about Joyn-

er and what’s to come by fol-

lowing her on Instagram at 

@lele_joy_, and for more 

information about the May-

nard 4 Foundation or to 

obtain an application, email 

info@themaynard4founda-

tion.org.

BY MYKO LYRIC 

Contributing Writer 
 

The Regalettes, Inc., 

founded by former L.A. 

Sentinel Entertainment Edi-

tor Gertrude Gipson-Pen-

land and currently led by 

President Lois Buckman, 

are once again following 

through on their promise to 

give back to the Los Ange-

les Black community. 

The Regalettes have 

joined forces with Sisters 

Involved in Linking 

Knowledge (SIILK) to host 

the 2024 Teen Leadership 

Conference: Stepping Into 

Your Success for girls ages 

11-17 to discover and deep-

en their passions, knowl-

edge, collaboration, and 

leadership skills. This free 

event will be held Saturday, 

July 13, at the South L.A. 

Best Buy Teen Tech Center 

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

During an exclusive 

interview with the L.A. 

Sentinel, Regalettes Presi-

dent Buckman expounded 

upon the background, pur-

pose, and workshops of the 

Teen Leadership Confer-

ence. 

“We found there was a 

great need to provide addi-

tional expertise to young 

girls in the L.A. Communi-

ty. This is an opportunity to 

provide workshops in vari-

ous subject matters, allow 

the girls to connect with 

mentors, and assist them in 

processing their day-to-day 

life. The reason for the con-

ference is to help young 

Black girls see Black entre-

preneurs and workers, to 

expose them to things they 

normally would not see,” 

she said. 

Included in this confer-

ence are workshops that 

most people certainly are 

not exposed to frequently - 

a Robotics/AI workshop 

will assist the girls in not 

only designing and building 

a robot, but also learning to 

code.  

“We’re pretty exciting 

about (this workshop) ... 

we’re hoping that this will 

trigger their imagination 

and get them into STEM,” 

remarked Buckman. 

Other activities include 

a fashion design work-

shops, a panel with past and 

current Regalettes scholar-

ship recipients, financial lit-

eracy workshop, etiquette 

class, vision board creation, 

and a parent workshop. The 

latter was developed over 

the course of multiple teen 

leadership conferences to 

educate the parents about 

the types of classes their 

children need to be taking, 

particularly in high school.  

“We had a retired dean 

speak to them about their 

children’s preparation for 

college. The curriculum is 

so important. The parents 

were taken aback…they 

know their kids are taking 

classes, but are they the 

right classes,” recalled 

Buckman. 

She added that this 

event is the evidence of a 

promise made by the found-

ing Regalettes over 65 

years ago.  

“The Regalettes are still 

here and still doing the mis-

sion,” said Buckman.  

“Not one year has 

passed - not even during 

COVID - where we didn’t 

follow through on our com-

mitment. I think out of 

everything, that’s the thing 

I’m most proud of: we keep 

delivering.” 

To register for the 

event, scan the QR code.

2024 Teen Leadership Conference: Stepping into Your Success
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President Lois Buckman with attendees from last year’s 

Teen Leadership Conference. 

Leatha Joyner – 2024 Winner of  Teen Miss Juneteenth America 

COURTESY PHOTO 

Leatha Joyner Winning Teen Miss Juneteenth 
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BY KEITH L. UNDERWOOD 

Contributing Writer 
 

Although it may seem 

like he is always a working 

actor, Leon -- yes, famously 

known as just “Leon” -- said 

there have been dips and val-

leys in his career.  

“Little Richard,” “The 

Temptations,” “The Five 

Heartbeats,” and “Cool Run-

nings” are some of Leon’s 

projects of note, which 

helped to catapult his career 

into the stratosphere in the 

1990s.   

More recently, Leon can 

be seen in the satirical Ama-

zon Prime thriller “Swarm” 

and the Showtime drama 

series “The Chi.” 

“Sometimes, I haven’t 

been working as much,” said 

Leon. “Sometimes, I’m con-

centrating on my music, and 

I’m not thinking about act-

ing. In my eyes, I always feel 

like I’m underutilized.” 

When Leon is not acting, 

he’s performing with his 

band, “Leon and the Peo-

ples.” 

“I’ve always delt with 

life as it is,” he said. “I’m not 

swept up in the make-believe 

of Hollywood or what people 

might believe. I’m always 

going to be real with myself 

and real with others.” 

Leon said he never want-

ed to act to gain fortune or 

fame. He remembered that 

being the case for many of 

his peers, too. They were 

focused on being good at 

their craft, and if anything, he 

said, they also wanted to 

stand out. 

Growing up in Mount 

Vernon and the Bronx in 

New York, Leon recalled 

sneaking into the Wakefield 

Movie Theater to watch an 

Elvis Pressley movie, which 

moved him to take up acting. 

Leon believes natural 

actors who are also trained 

actors tend to have the best 

control over their body 

instrument. “They can give 

you a variety of performanc-

es because they know how to 

do that,” said Leon. 

“They’ve worked. They’ve 

practiced it. They’ve put it 

out there, and usually on a 

stage.” 

Leon said any actor can 

excel playing themselves, 

but real talent can be seen in 

those who can embody oth-

ers.  

“In your practice [as an 

actor], you may go through 

many teachers, and different 

plays, and things that you do 

while you’re training that 

will allow you to have more 

control over exactly what 

you’re doing [as a per-

former],” said Leon. 

But Leon said he doesn’t 

think he was prepared for a 

career in acting. He said he 

grew up as a city kid and 

knew nothing about the 

entertainment industry or 

Hollywood. He initially 

came to Los Angeles on a 

basketball scholarship at 

Loyola Marymount, where 

he was later discovered as an 

actor. 

Though Leon was 

always a student of acting 

and the theatre, he said he 

didn’t know anything about 

the entertainment business. 

“I didn’t know what I 

would have to go through to 

get roles, and consistently get 

roles,” said Leon. “When I 

first started auditioning, I 

could see how ruthless it 

was. It was interesting when 

I started to realize it wasn’t 

just about being good.” 

Leon said he’s grateful to 

have loyal fans. But from 

time to time, he said his sup-

porters ask him why he does-

n’t land more standout roles. 

What they don’t know, Leon 

said, is that talent has very lit-

tle to do with who gets which 

roles. 

“The Hollywood game is 

so different. Then there’s the 

Hollywood game that you 

think you know. Then you 

discover there’s a whole 

[other] Hollywood game that 

most people aren’t even 

privy to,” said Leon. “I think 

we’re hearing about it right 

now. It’s all over the news.” 

He credits his dad for his 

perseverance and confi-

dence, which have helped 

him to endure in a very diffi-

cult business. 

Another thing Leon said 

his father passed on to him 

was his love of music, and he 

could always fall back on it 

to navigate through the 

sometimes-uncertain world 

of acting.  

“My love of music came 

from my dad,” said Leon. “In 

college, I wrote and per-

formed a song for the Special 

Olympics. Music was always 

something that was a love of 

mine. And I think that once I 

became popular as an actor, 

I’ve had opportunities to be 

around really great musi-

cians.” 

Leon has portrayed sev-

eral musical artists over the 

course of his career.  

He played the fictional 

character “J.T.” in “The Five 

Heartbeats,” Motown great 

“David Ruffin” in “The 

Temptations,” and the titular 

character in “Little Richard,” 

which is based on the life of 

the “architect of rock and 

roll,” Little Richard. 

“Maybe I look like a 

singer – I guess I look like a 

singer,” said Leon. “Now, 

even if I didn’t look like a 

singer, I look like a singer 

because of how many roles 

I’ve played.” 

Nonetheless, Leon said 

he has never felt typecast 

because those roles are just a 

small part of his larger career 

and legacy as an actor.  

“If I were to be typecast, 

then yeah, I’m cool with 

that,” he said. “I would rather 

be typecast as a singer than a 

cop or a doctor. I think that’s 

a lot more grown and sexy.” 

Leon said music contin-

ues to inspire him, comfort 

him, and keep him sane 

through all the dips and val-

leys of his life and career. He 

said the soundtrack to his life 

right now is the kind of 

music he likes to play with 

Leon and the Peoples -- a 

fusion of reggae and soul.  

“We’re like the Sly and 

the Family Stones of reg-

gae,” said Leon. “We talk 

about all aspects of life and 

love.” 

The band is currently 

doing several spur-of-the-

moment performances, and 

their song “Love is a Beauti-

ful Thing” hit the Billboard 

Top 20 Hot Singles chart. 

As an actor, Leon called 

himself a method actor. 

Method acting is a technique 

or type of acting where an 

actor aims to deliver a believ-

able performance by fully 

becoming the character. 

Some professional actors 

have even said the process 

can sometimes make one 

lose themselves. 

Leon said he has a pro-

found sense of self, so this 

has never been a problem for 

him. “I like Leon,” he said. 

“So as soon as the role is 

over, I miss me -- no matter 

how much acting I’ve done. 

I’ve been me more than I’ve 

been any other character.”
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BY ZON D’AMOUR 

Contributing Writer  
 

In the new Netflix docu-

mentary, “Black Barbie,” 

director Lagueria Davis 

explores how the Black Bar-

bie is more than a doll, it’s a 

part of Black history.  

Executive produced by 

Shonda Rhimes, the film fea-

tures commentary from a 

plethora of actresses includ-

ing Ashley Blaine Feather-

son-Jenkins and Gabourey 

Sidibe as well as Congress-

woman Maxine Waters, and 

women that have had the 

coveted honor of receiving 

their own Barbie including 

Shonda Rhimes, ballerina 

Misty Copeland and 

Olympic sabre fencer Ibtihaj 

Muhammad. 

Growing up, Davis was-

n’t necessarily fond of Barbie 

dolls, so she was perplexed 

by her great aunt Beulah Mae 

Mitchell’s extensive doll col-

lection. Upon learning that 

Mitchell's presence at Mattel 

as one of the company’s first 

Black employees helped to 

lay the foundation for there 

to be the first Black Barbie, 

the idea for Davis’ documen-

tary was born. The film 

explores the timelines 

between the creation of Bar-

bie in 1959 and the two 

decades that passed before 

Mattel released “Black Bar-

bie” in 1980.  

Within that 21 years, 

Mattel released several 

“friends” of Barbie that were 

Black including “Francie” 

and “Christie.” However, it 

was the hiring of the first 

Black doll designer, Kitty 

Black Perkins in 1976, who 

helped to finally usher in the 

historic moment of 1980 

when the first official “Black 

Barbie” was released. Unlike 

her predecessors, the “Black 

Barbie” had more Afrocen-

tric facial features along with 

a textured Afro and a red 

dress with red and gold 

accessories designed by 

Perkins.  

The documentary goes 

on to share how Perkins 

hired fellow L.A. Trade Tech 

alumna Stacey McBride-Irby 

to be a designer at Mattel in 

the 1990s. During her 15 

years at Mattel, McBride-

Irby’s many accomplish-

ments include designing the 

official Alpha Kappa Alpha 

Centennial Barbie Doll as 

well as helping to update 

Barbie’s image with the cre-

ation of the “So In Style” 

line.  

McBride-Irby shared 

advice that she gleaned from 

Perkins. “You have to learn 

your craft so that you can set 

the bar high as with any 

industry, we have to be the 

best and Kitty was instru-

mental in letting me know 

that.”  

While sharing Perkins 

and McBride-Irby’s historic 

contributions to Mattel, the 

documentary also highlights 

the unfortunate fact that the 

company is currently with-

out any Black doll design-

ers. For fashion enthusiasts 

who may be interested in 

careers in doll design, 

Perkins gives insight into 

what skills were integral to 

her work at Mattel.  

“L.A. Trade Tech took 

me through all of the steps of 

becoming a designer. You 

have to know sketching, flat 

pattern making, draping, and 

grading,” she said. 

“They teach you how to 

make fashions for adults and 

once you learn that, then you 

have to learn to miniaturize it 

because Barbie is only 11 

and a half inches!” 

Speaking of resilience, it 

was a decade-long journey 

for Davis to secure the fund-

ing needed to bring the doc-

umentary to fruition. She 

cites the Barbie Sheroes col-

lection in 2015 which 

included the popular Ava 

DuVernay doll that motivat-

ed her to take the project 

“off the shelf again.”  

After becoming a final-

ist at ABFF (American 

Black Film Festival) in 

2016, the next milestones 

she accomplished was 

securing a producer in 2017 

and an agent to rep the film 

in 2018. During this time, 

Davis would remind her-

self, “I have to keep going. I 

didn’t come this far just to 

get this far. You’re almost 

there, you’re gonna do it.”  

Amid the digital age 

when many children have 

tablets as a primary form of 

entertainment, we asked 

Davis if she thinks Barbie 

dolls are still relevant today.  

“Yes, I think they’re rele-

vant in tandem [with tablets]. 

Kids are watching Barbie 

vlogs, and Barbie has a lot of 

movies. So, they’re interact-

ing with Barbie that way, 

which then kind of informs 

what they buy. For instance, 

in the movie ‘Barbie: Big 

City, Big Dreams’ after see-

ing Barbie ‘Brooklyn’ 

Roberts, children want the 

doll, so I think they’re work-

ing in tandem, and it gives 

the dolls relevance today.”  

Echoing similar senti-

ments about the continual 

prevalence of Barbie even to 

this day, Stacey McBride-

Irby said, “Dolls are still 

important because they're the 

first image that children see 

themselves in.”  

Perkins added, “Dolls 

are a representation of us 

and they’re hands-on play. 

You can't take a cell phone 

and dress it or comb its 

hair. I know that everything 

is geared towards technolo-

gy but at some point, there 

still needs to be hands-on 

imagination involved when 

kids play.” 

Concluding, when 

asked what she hopes audi-

ences take away from her 

film, Davis shared, “When 

you think of how long it 

took for the Black Barbie to 

come into existence, the 

lack of marketing, and the 

lack of support that she 

had, she still soared.  

“So, for me, my Aunt 

Beulah Mae, Kitty, and 

Stacy, the Black Barbie’s 

existence is validation of 

being seen and heard at a 

company where they didn’t 

have a voice. The ‘Black 

Barbie’ documentary has 

taken on that same signifi-

cance, the same sort of being 

seen and heard in a dark 

space where there aren’t a lot 

of Black women doing this.  

“So I would say the call 

to action is that content for 

Black women, about Black 

women, by Black women 

performs well.” 

Watch “Black Barbie” 

on Netflix.

So, You Think You Know Leon? The Actor and the Musician.

More Than A Doll, ‘Black Barbie’ Is Black History 
The Netflix documentary shines light on the historic legacy of  Black dolls

COURTESY PHOTO 

Leon

DAVID MENDOZA III/NETFLIX 

Former Mattel Designers Stacey McBride­Irby and Kitty Black Perkins, Producer Aaliyah 

Williams, Former Mattel Employee Beulah Mae Mitchell and Director Lagueria Davis. 
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Leon in “Cool Runnings.” 
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Leon as Little Richard.
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Kitty Black Perkins, Mattel’s 

first Black doll designer with 

the first Black Barbie from 

1980.
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Beulah Mae Mitchell, one of 

Mattel’s first Black employ­
ees, and her great niece, 

director Lagueria Davis.



BY AMANDA SCURLOCK 

Sports Editor 
 

The Rams partnered 

with Edwards Lifesciences 

to host the “Off the Side-

lines” heart screening event 

for community members in 

their locker room at SoFi 

Stadium. The attendees also 

participated in information 

sessions with cardiologists 

where they learned about 

various heart valve diseases. 

“I think the population 

at risk for cardiovascular 

disease is relatively high in 

this part of the city,” said 

Dr. Naddi Marah. “It’s 

extremely important that we 

promote heart health and 

raise awareness about 

unaligned cardiovascular 

conditions that are under-

treated in this community.” 

The community mem-

bers were able to get their 

blood pressure checked 

along with an EKG and 

echocardiogram. An 

echocardiogram is an ultra-

sound of the heart which 

checks the chambers, 

valves, and muscles of the 

heart. It also checks the 

amount of blood being 

pumped into the body.  

“This area is extremely 

underserved for many 

years. As you know, some 

of the hospitals around here 

have closed,” said Dr. Dim-

itri Sherev. “Access to care 

is very important.” 

Along with the one-on-

one screening, the communi-

ty members got a tour of 

SoFi Stadium. Rams safety 

Quentin Lake and his father, 

NFL legend Carnell Lake, 

also attended the informa-

tion sessions and got heart 

screenings.  

“As athletes, sometimes 

you just don’t know what 

your body is dealing with, 

what your heart is dealing 

with,” Quentin said. “For the 

Rams to be able to provide 

this opportunity to do a 

screening for 80 individuals, 

it’s fantastic.” 

The info session 

explained how heart disease 

is the leading cause of death 

in the United States, regard-

less of gender or ethnic 

group. Black Americans 

tend to develop heart disease 

at a younger age than other 

ethnic groups.  

“Heart health is a serious 

issue globally but also in Los 

Angeles and it’s been an 

issue with our own family,” 

Carnell said. “We want to 

make sure that people can at 

least be aware that there’s 

resources out there for 

them.” 

The doctors also 

explained how exercise and 

healthy eating choices can 

aid in the prevention of heart 

disease. Dr. Robert Gillespie 

mentioned the importance of 

knowing personal metrics 

like blood pressure, hemo-

globin, and heart valve 

issues. 

“These are things that we 

have to do in our communi-

ties because we are the ones 

dying the most of heart-relat-

ed diseases,” Gillespie said. 

“The Rams to do this and to 

bring a knowledge about 

heart disease to our commu-

nities … it all comes togeth-

er.” 

Nina Franqui Holloman 

learned how Black women 

are more likely to get heart 

disease compared to their 

white counterparts. 

“The statistics blew me 

away, African American 

women are on the top of 

every single one of those sta-

tistics and that’s pitiful,” 

Franqui Holloman said. 

“We’re being decimated by 

the things we don’t know.” 

Randy Danner learned 

about the event through his 

perks from being a season 

ticket holder. The info ses-

sions showed him how to 

make lifestyle changes to 

prevent heart disease. 

“I’ve never done any-

thing like that before,” Dan-

ner said about the heart 

screening. “The Rams, 

they’re always been 

involved in the L.A. commu-

nity, from kids to adults.” 

Rams Provide Heart Screenings at SoFi Stadium

BY AMANDA SCURLOCK 

Sports Editor  
 

Angel City Sports host-

ed its 10th Annual Angel 

City Games at Cerritos 

College from June 28-30. 

The three-day festival fea-

tured clinics and competi-

tions for 18 different adap-

tive sports, including goal-

ball, blind soccer, para 

golf, and powerlifting.  

Angel City Sports co-

founder and Paralympian 

Ezra Frech noted how the 

festival provides a safe 

space for people with dif-

ferent abilities. 

“It’s about people who 

find their community, their 

people,” Frech said. "This is 

a real home, a real communi-

ty for these athletes … I’m 

just honored to be a part of 

such a special organization.” 

Since the inception of 

the Games, Angel City 

Sports has went on to pro-

vide sports clinics and pro-

gramming throughout the 

year. A new goal is to make 

the Games like the Para-

lympics for every athlete by 

2028, in time for the Los 

Angeles Paralympics. 

“We have an opportunity 

to educate the fans and even 

volunteers that might help 

with [the 2028 Para-

lympics],” said Angel City 

Sports co-founder Clayton 

Frech. “Then finding ath-

letes that get inspired, want 

to train for the Paralympics.” 

Allen Fowlkes attended 

the Games this year to par-

ticipate in wheelchair bas-

ketball and powerlifting. 

Fowlkes, a husband and 

father of three, attended to 

not only compete but to 

network. 

“There’s one organiza-

tion that’s gonna help me get 

a basketball chair so I can 

get on a team,” Fowlkes 

said. “Some of the guys I 

was playing with, they were 

professional, and they were 

saying, ‘you got a shot, you 

should get on a team.’” 

The Games have also 

attracted countless Para-

lympians throughout the 

years who have returned to 

mentor young and novice 

athletes. Matt Scott, a two-

time Paralympic gold 

medalist who competed in 

five Paralympics, frequents 

the Games. He is an athlete 

ambassador for The Hart-

ford, a company that donates 

adaptive sports equipment to 

para-athletes.  

When Scott started his 

wheelchair basketball career 

at 15, being a recipient of a 

proper wheelchair for com-

petition helped him become 

a Team USA athlete.  

At the Games, The Hart-

ford awarded young athlete 

Carolanne Link with adap-

tive sports equipment. 

Another young athlete, Chris 

Adamson, won The Hartford 

Achievement Award.  

“At the Angel City 

Games, I’ve been coming 

probably since the second 

one, I’ve seen a lot of these 

donations happen,” Scott 

said. “I’ve seen some of 

these kids go from little kids 

to Paralympians. It’s been a 

very, very amazing journey.” 

In previous years, 

Damon Whittaker partici-

pated in archery clinics at 

the Angel City Games. This 

year, he coached the 

archery clinics. Whittaker 

recently competed in the 

archery Paralympic trials.  

“The individuals and 

people with Angel City 

[Sports] has helped me a 

lot. They assisted me with 

getting my equipment,” 

Whittaker said. “What I’m 

trying to do is bring more 

awareness, not just with the 

individuals with disabilities 

but also individuals in my 

community to come out 

and start trying it.” 

 One of his students dur-

ing the weekend was Yadria 

Perdomo who has dreams of 

going to the Paralympics and 

being a pro archer. 

“I want to continue to 

practice my sport because I 

feel fly when I shoot,” Per-

domo said. “If you’d like to 

improve, you have to prac-

tice every day, so that’s 

what I do.”

Angel City Games Turns 10

BY AMANDA SCURLOCK 

Sports Editor  
 

King/Drew junior 

Brooklyn Walker is a highly 

motivated athlete who pours 

her talents and leadership 

skills into the girl’s volley-

ball and softball teams.  

Her efforts would take 

both teams to the playoffs 

during her junior year. In 

girl’s volleyball, the Golden 

Eagles had a 10-6-1 overall 

record; they came in second 

in the Coliseum League 

with a 9-3 record. 

“Volleyball, it’s such a 

fast-paced sport, you have to 

move all the time or you’re 

gonna get left behind,” 

Walker said. “When I transi-

tioned to softball, that hustle 

mentality was already there, 

I didn’t have to learn it … I 

was already a hustler.” 

Walker is the captain of 

the girl’s volleyball team.  

Playing volleyball helped 

her be more vocal; it also 

built her toughness.  

“I had a coach this year 

who was extremely hard on 

me for volleyball,” she said. 

“Overall I think that built up 

a thicker skin than I had last 

year.” 

The softball team had an 

11-17 overall record and a 6-

4 Coliseum League record. 

She aided both teams in 

reaching the second round 

of the CIF Division II City 

Section playoffs. This past 

season was the first full sea-

son Walker played in soft-

ball.  

As a sophomore, she 

joined the team during the 

playoffs. Although she did 

not play much, she learned 

the importance of remaining 

optimistic and competitive. 

She noted how that helped 

as the Golden Eagles 

secured an 8-6 victory over 

Mendez in the first round of 

the playoffs. 

“I saw the pressure that 

they had and I saw how they 

handled it and I took the 

good and the bad from that,” 

Walker said. “I realized that 

remaining calm and keeping 

a positive attitude, that real-

ly got me through [that] 

game.” 

 For Walker, being able 

to handle the rigors of being 

both a student and an athlete 

is “the highest award.” She 

admires anyone who can 

motivate themselves to do 

their best in both fields. 

“Neither is easy and 

they’re both demanding,” 

she said. “For my team 

specifically, discipline and 

determination is our biggest 

motto.” 

As the oldest of nine, 

Walker is a natural leader. 

All students who want to 

compete on the softball team 

are required to submit an 

essay so softball head coach 

Chay Robinson can get a 

background of the players. 

Walker talked about her 

relationship with her sib-

lings and how sports have 

helped with her social life, 

mentality, and academics.  

“I talked about being the 

oldest and how that experi-

ence in being pressured to 

be the leader,” she said. 

“This team helped me grow 

so much.” 

A favorite class for 

Walker is her emergency 

medicine class. While in that 

class, she learned neonatal 

CPR and how the body 

works as well as other top-

ics.  

“I realized how hard two 

minutes is, how long two 

minutes feel when you’re 

beating a chest of a baby,” 

Walker said. “As an athlete, 

you don’t understand every-

thing that’s going on with 

you.” 

Walker is considering 

having a career in pediatric 

psychiatry or labor and 

delivery. She strives to be an 

advocate for African Ameri-

can women and women of 

color in healthcare.
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Student Athlete of  the Week Brooklyn Walker
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King/Drew junior Brooklyn 
Walker helped the girl’s 
softball and volleyball 
teams reach the CIF City 
Section playoffs 
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Participants learned more about heart disease in an infor­
mation session.
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Two­time Paralympic gold medalist Matt Scott (left) pres­
ents Carolanne Link with The Hartford Adaptive Sports 
Equipment.
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Damon Whittaker coached 
archery clinics during the 
2024 Angel City Games.
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Rams safety Quentin Lake 
made 50 solo tackles dur­
ing his first two seasons.
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Carnell Lake played for the 
UCLA Bruins, Pittsburg Steel­
ers, Jacksonville Jaguars, 
and the Baltimore Ravens.



D‑3     LASENTINEL.NET NEWS THURSDAY, JULY 4, 2024


